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1SECRETARY JUDGE:Thankyoufor
2comingbackafterlunch.ltwasalong
3morning,lotsofthingssaid,lotsoffood
4forthought.Weappreciateyoual lthis
5morningtakingtimeandtheopportunityto
6sharewithusheretoday. Tostartthis
7afternoon'ssession,itismyhonorand
8privilege,oncemore,toi ntroducetoyou
9theGovernoroftheStateof | owa, ThomasJ.
10Vilsack.
11GOVERNORVILSACK:Secretary,
12thankyouverymuch.'mcertainlypleased
13tobehere,andl'mpleasedtowel come
14Secretaryof AgricultureDanGlickmanand
150therrepresentativesfromacrossthe
16Midwest,l owaforthidlisteningpostfor
17theWorldTradeOrganization.
18Andlisteningpostisavery
19appropriatenameforthismeetingbecausewe
20needyoutolistentous. Thecurrent
21surplusofcommoditiesinlivestock,coupled

22withdrasticallyfallingprices,have



23plungedA mericanagricultureintoacrisis
240fcommerceandconscience.| tthreatens
25notonlytheJeffersonialideal ofsmall
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llandownership,buttheverysurvival of
2familyfarmsandruralcommunities,andit
3hasthepotentialtostabilizel ocal ,state,
4andevennational economies.
5TheHudsonlnstituterecently
6estimatedthatfarmersmusttriplefood
7productionworl dwidel nthenext50yearsto
8keepupwithrisingpopul ation.Y etwhat
9incentivei sthereforAmericanfarmersto
10dosowhenlowprices,artificialtrade
11barriers,political decisionsbhasedonbad
12science,andincompl eteprotectionof
13intellectual propertyrightspromi senothing
14buteconomicruin?

15l owansrecogni zethatthis
16administrationhastakenimportantstepsin
17supportingbilateral tradeandincreating
18opentraderel ationships.Weapplaudthe
19WorldTradeOrganizationdi scussionsandthe
20freetradeoftheA mericansregionalround
21tables,andwe'reencouragedbythescores

22ofimportanttradeagreementsthathavebeen



23struckaroundtheworld.Butbecauseofthe

24peril ofthismoment,wemustimploreyou,

25andthi sadministration,todoevenmore.
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1Werespectivel yrequestyouractive
2attentiontothefollowingfourworldtrade
3imperatives:

4First:Weurgethecontinued

5creationof acarefullystructuredframework
6fordeci dinginternati onal tradedi sputes.
7Thisframeworkmustbebuiltontransparent
8rulesandpolicies,andmustestablisha
9simplifiedprocessinposingreal sanctions
10whencountriesdonotfollowtherules.It
11isimpossibleforinternational companies,
12muchlesssmallerdomesti cfirms,tosucceed
13whentheyplaybytherulesonlytobe
14sideswipedbyrural countriesthatsimply
15ignorethem. Therul eoflawneedsto
16ensuredevel playingfieldforallofus.
17Wepromisetobegoodandhonest
18international partners,butwedemandthe
19sametreatment.Countriesthatarencotin
20compliancemustbehel daccountableandmust
21bemadetosuffers gnificantconsequences.

22Two: Theremustbeaninsistence



23onacleararticul ationof qualitystandards
24andtheuseof goodscience,notanecdotal
25innuendoorhysteriawhencountriesdecide
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1tobanorlimittheaccessof productsto
2theinternational marketplace.Aprime
3exampl eoftheproblemswhichcanarisewhen
4suchasystemisnotinplaceisthe
5EuropeanUnion'srecentdeci siontokeep
6meatral sedwithgrowthhormonesoutof
7Europe,andthedominoeffectofsuch
8decisionsontherestofthemarketplace.
Oltistheresponsibilityof

10federal andstategovernmentstoassistin
11theeval uationof productsandthedefense
120fgoodsci ence,andtodemandtheuseof
13clearspecificationsof qualitystandards
14andthatgoodsciencel ninternationaltrade
15di sputes.Wepromi setoseekgoodscience
16andinterpretitfairly,butwemusthavea
17strongvoi cerepresentingourinterestsin
18theinternati onal marketpl ace,avoicethat
19refusestoacceptunreasonabl ebansand
20tradeinterferencebasedonmoving
21standards,hysteria,andquestionable

22science.



23Three:Wemusthavegreater

24international protectionforintellectual
25propertyrightsandmarketaccessfor
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1services.Thisiscriticalforobtaining
2investmentcapital andpursuingnew
3frontiersandval ue-addedagri cultureand
4biotechnology,aswellascreating
5opportunitiesforourfinancialand

61 nsurancei ndustries.Whileweabsol utely
7recogni zetheimportanceof sharing
8discoveriesforthegoodofall , wemust

9al socommitoursel vestotheprotecti onof
10patents,copyrights,andintellectual
11propertyrightsofeverystrife,forwhenan
12outlawnationall owsitscitizenstosteal
13andmarketourintellectual propertywithout
14redress,wemusttakeacti ontoprotect
150ursalves.Anythinglesswilldiscourage
160urleadershiponthecuttingedgeofworld
17technology.
18Finally,anytradeagreementthat

19i sreachedbetweenandamongnati onsmust
20meetthestandardsofahumaneworld
21community. Theymustcontai ncorel abor

22standardsandprotectionsofallpeople,



23especiallychildren,andtheymusthave
24built-insafeguardsfortheenvironmentwe

25allshare. Thesestandardsandprotections
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1mustbecons stentlyandaggressively
2enforced.
3FranklinDelanoRooseveltonce

4sai dthathumankindnesshasneverweskened
Sthestaminaorsoftenedthefiberof afree
6peopl e.Anationdoesnothavetobecruel
7tobetough,nordoesi nternationaltrade.
8Andasforourenvironment,we
9musttakethecall of JohnK ennedywhichhas
10intensifiedovertimewhenhesaid," The
11supremerealityofourtimeisthe
12vulnerabilityofourplanet.” Soclearly,
13wemustmovetocreateafreeandfair
14trade.Aswedoso,itremai nsour
15responsi bilitytoexercisel eadershipandto
16demandthattheworld'schildren,itsl abor
17force,andourenvironmentdonotbecomethe
18wasteproductsof misguidedinternational
19industry.
20ThomasWatson,theAmerican
2lindustrialistwhobuiltlBMintothel argest

22manufacturerofitskindintheworld,



23offeredusthisvision.Hesaid," Withthe
24propercommerceacrossthebordersofall
25countries,itisunnecessaryforsoldiersto
SWEENEY COURTREPORTING(515)244-6373
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Imarchacrossthoseborders.”Now,this
2visionmayhavebeenabitsimplistic,but
3itdoesrevealtwoofthemorel mportant
4by-productsoffreeandfairtrade:
5Engagementandinterdependence.
6Perhapswhenweaddressthefour

7worl dtradeimperatives! 'verai sedtoday,
8whenwehavearealframeworkfordeciding
9di sputesandreal sanctionswhennations
10ignoretherul esoflaw,whenweinsiston
11soundsciencefortheclassificationand
12limitationof products,whenall

13intell ectual propertyisrespectedand
14protected,andwhenallof ourfreeandfair
15tradeagreementsmeetthestandardsofa
16humaneworldcommunity,thenperhapswewill
17befullyengagedandinterdependent. Then
18andonlythen,onalevelinternational
19playingfield,canourmarket-basedeconomy
20thriveintothenewmillennium.
21Whenthefuturecomes,

22Mr.Secretary,whenitistimeforpropriety



23tobeourjudge, | hopethatourchildren
24andgrandchildrencanl ookbacktothi shour
25andtothesedayswhen,weasanationand
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lasapeople,ledtheworldtofull,free,
2andfairtrade,openandaccessi blemarkets,
3andasustai nedseasonof prosperityforall
4ofus.

5Thankyoufortheopportunityto
6sharethesecommentswithyoutoday .
7SECRETARY JUDGE:Onemore
8introductionbeforeMikeBlouintakesover.
9lwoul dberemissasthefirstsecretary,
10femal eSecretaryof AgricultureoftheState
11oflowaiflletthel ieutenantGovernor
12wal koffthestagewithoutintroducingher.
13L adiesandgentlemen,thisis

141 ieutenantGovernorSallyPeterson.
15MR.BLOUIN:We'vegotsomework
16todoifwe'regoingtogetcaughtupbefore
17nightfall. Wehavefivefolkswhohave
18pre-lunchcommentstomakebeforewemove
19intothepanel thatwasschedul edtobegin
20at1:15.

211'dliketoaskall of our

22speakersthisafternoon,notforyoursake



23asmuchasforthosethataregoingto
24followyou,topl easeadheretothetime
25limit;threeminutesfortheaudience,five
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1minutesforthepanelists. Thereisa
2littletimekeeperforeverypersonthatwill
3bespeakingthat'ssittingonthetable
4there.Whenit'syellow,you'vegot60
5seconds.Whenithitsred,itmeansstop.
6Justlikeastreetlight. Takeaboutten
7secondstowrapitup.Remember,your
8testimonyisgoi ngtobesubmitted. I twil|
9notbeabbreviated. Theonlydifference
10willbethey'llhavetoreadittohearit,
11andldon'tthinkthatwillhurtyoual |
12thatmuch.
13Qurfirstaudiencepresenteris
14DennisMeyer.Ifyou'restillherewed
15likeyoutocomedowntothi smicrophone,
16please,andmakeyourcomments.The
17microphonei soverhere,andtherei salady
18inthefirstrowwhowilltakecopi esof
19yourtestimonysoyoudon'thavetopassit
20out.Thatwill saveusabout60seconds.
21IMR.MEY ER:Goodafternoon.lam

22DennisMeyerof Bernard,l owa.l operatea



23100-cowfamilydairyfarmwithmywife,
24Darlene,andthreesons.Wefarm384acres

250f croplandandal sorai seHol steinand
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1crossbredsteersandhorses.|amamember
2ofFamilyDairiesUSA ,whichrepresents
3familydairyproducers nnineupperMidwest
4states.| amthepres dentofitsEast
5Centrallowal ocal .| al sobel ongtol owa
6FarmBureau,theDubuqueCountyDairy
7PromotionsA ssoci ation,theAmericanQuarter
8HorseA ssoci ation,andtheDubuqueCounty
9SaddleClub.

10lwanttothank SecretaryGlickman
11andA mbassadorBarshefsky, Secretary Judge,
12andMr.Scherforthisopportunitytoshare
13myviewsonU.S.dairytradepolicyforthe
14upcomingWTOta ks aterthisyearin
15Sesttle.

16Grassrootsdai ryfarmersrecognize
17thattradeliberalizationisinevitable;
18however,wewanttomakesurethatanynew
19tradeagreementi ssensiti vetotheneedsof
20Americasdairyfarmerfamilies.Those
21concernswerebroughtoutattheDubuque

22CountyDairyPromotionA ssoci ationbanquet



23heldA pril SthinDubugue, | owa.Atotal of

24823l ocalmilkproducers,ruralbusiness

25peopl eandconsumerssignedapetition
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lexpressingstrongsupportforfamilydairy
2farmsandtheDairy TradeCoalitiononkey
3tradeconcernsincluding: Theneedto
4appreciatethemultifunctionalityoffamily
Sfarms,concernabouttheeliminati onof
6tariffratequotas,andtheDEI Pprogram,
Ttheneedfortradepolicytostrengthen
8Americanfamilydairyfarms,andtheneedto
9reformstatetradingenterprises.

10A spastchairmanofthatgroup,|
11presentcopi esofthosepetitionstoyounow
12whichlgavetoyou.
13TheNationalMilkProducers
14Federation,theU.S.DairyExportCouncil
15USDEC,andotherso-call edtradeexperts
16keeptellingusthatourfutureliesin
17exportingdairyproductsbecause96percent
18oftheworld'sconsumerdliveoutsidethe
19U.S.Togai naccesstotheseexport
20markets,however,wearetol dwemust
21eliminateourimportcontrols,internal

22supports,DairyExportl ncentiveProgram,



23andmanyotherpublicprograms mportantto
24familyfarmersandruralcommunities.
25Beforewesacrificeanyofthesekey
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1programstogainanewdairytrade
2agreement,however,weneedtoasksomehard
3questionsabouttherisksandpotential
4rewardsofthisproposition.Those
5questionsarespel ledoutinmywritten
6statementswhi chlhavesubmittedforthe
7record.lencourageyou,please,toread
8thoseverycarefully.
9TheU.S.ispursuingzero-for-zero
10internationaltradepolicyadvocatedbythe
11National MilkProducersFederationandU.S.
12DairyExportCouncilandothersatthe
13urgingoftheCairnsGroup.Aspartofthe
14zero-for-zeroproposal,NationalMilk
15Producers,USDEC,andotherprocessorallies
16arewillingtosacrificeourtariffrate
17quotastogai nmarketaccessabroad.
18Underthisscenario,U.S.milk

19priceswoul dplummettoanestimated$9to
20%$9.50perhundredweight,alevelthatwould
21definitelybankruptmeandmostof my

22constituents.Withouttariffratequotas,



23ourmarketwoul dbeopentoafl oodofdairy
24importsfromallovertheworld.Weseefew
25meaningful exportopportunities,
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1particularlyintheareaofbulkdairy
2products,duetocompetitionfroml ower-cost
3producersandstatetradingenterprisesike
AtheNewZedandDairyBoard.
50urgovernmenti sputtingmany

61 mportantdomesticprogramsatriskby
7pursuingCairnsGroup'sfreetradeagenda.
8Recentreportsbythedai ryfarmersof
9CanadaandtheDutchDairyAssociation
10indi catethatourfederalmilkmarketing
11orders,watersubsidies,diarycompacts,
12federalfeedingprograms,andotherprograms
13wouldbeinviolationof WTOrules.lhave
14acopyofeachreportwithmewnhichl
15submittedtoyou.l stheU.S.government
16willingtorisktheseandotherprogramsin
17pursuitofagquestionabl efreetrade
18agreement?

19Weappreci atetherecentinterest
20inreformingstatetradeenterprisesthat
21competeunfairlyintheworldmarket.We

22areconcernedthatstatetradingenterprises



23arecleverlymaneuveringtoevadereform
24throughtechnical changesthatdonotal ter
25theirbasi cfunctions.NewZealand,for
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lexample,isintheprocessof convertingits
2dairyboardintoaprivateentitythatwill

3conti nuetobethefuncti onal equival entof
4theSTEsrightnow.
5Thankyouverymuchforthe
6opportunitytosharetheseviewswithyou.
7MR.BLOUIN:JohnWhitaker.Eldon

8L awless,you'renext,somaybeyouwantto
9workyourwaydownhere.Wecanmaybesave
10alittletime.
11IMR.WHITAKER:Thankyou.Thank
12you,SecretaryJudge,theUSDA ,USDRfor
13havingthidlisteningpostthi safternoon.

14l hadonethoughtasl waslisteningtothe
15panel thismorning.I mustnothavebeenat
16churchonemorningwhenwereceivedthe
17God-givenrighttotellotherpeopl einthe
18worldthattheydon'thavetherightto
19producetheirownfoodanymore. Thatwasa
20littledisturbingonafewspeakers.
21Thefamilyfarmersandranchers

22worktomakealivingproducingfoodand



23fiberforournationandtheworld.Our
24livelihoodsdependonthedomesticfarm
25policyandworldtradepolicywhichallows
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lustoreceiveafair,honestpriceinthe
2marketpl ace,inexchangeforourlabor,
3inputs,andenvironmental resource
4conservationefforts.

5l cautionyoutoguardagai nstany
6attemptsbytradenegotiatorstobargain
7awaydomesticfarmpolicyforauthority.
8Suchactionsonlyservetolimit,ifnot
9lower,U.S.netfarmincome.

10T heimplementati onoftheUruguay
11rulesgoverningagpolicyhasbroughtabout
120nethingtoAmerica'sproducers.L ower
13prices,whichweal lknowhasl oweredour
14income.Thefailedfreedomoffarming
15legidationmirrorsthelUruguayagreementon
16agriculture.lfwegotadeal likethison
17ausedcar,we'dprobablysuetheded er.

18l haveafewspecificpointsthis
19afternoon.Weneedacomprehensiveeconomic
20impactstateof ourcurrenttradeagreements
21beforeweenterlNT Oanynewones.Weneed

22toknowwhat'shappenedtous nthesepast



23agreements.Allfoodproductsmustacquire

24A country-of-originlabel .Allconsumers
25havearighttoknowwherefoodis
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1produced.l'mproudtoputal abel onwhat

2l producebecausel believethatit'sa
3high-qualityproduct,andibelieveit's
4somethingthatanybodyintheworld--
5applause--1'dlikef orconsumerstoknow
6thatit'smyproductwhenwebuyit.
7TWemustlevelthehealth,
8sanitary,environmental andlaborstandards
9ofimportedproductsuptoourown
10standards; notusetradeagreementstol ower
11ourstandardsdowntothel evel ofexporting
12nations.U.S.agproductshaveahigher
13valueonthedomesticmarketthantheexport
14market.Wemustinitiatesomesystem
15wherebyproducerscancapturethehigher
16domesticvalue.
17Tradeagreementsshouldrequire
18allexportingnati onstohavetheirown
19farmer-ownedreserveoffeedgrainand
20seeds. Thesereservesshoul dbei sol ated
21fromthemarketbyaprice-triggermechanism

22thati shighenoughtoensurethatthey



23remainisol ated. Tradeagreementsmust

24recogni zeandaccountforcurrency
25fluctuations.Theycurrentlydonotdoso.
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1I'lljuststopthere.
2MR.BLOUIN:Thankyouverymuch.
3I'llapplaudthat.Eldon,comeonup,and
4RodPierce,you'rebehindhim.
5MR.LAWLESS: Thankyouforthis
6opportunity.l'mEldonL awless,chairmanof
7theK ansaswWheatCommission,theproducerin
8southcentral K ansas.Forsomeofthoseof
9yououttherethathaveexpressedaconcern
10overfinancialdivision,I'malsoinvolved
1linfreeagbanks.Sol dounderstandthe
12plightthatal otofyouaregoingthrough,
13andhopefullywecandesignasystemthat
14willstarttohel pthatsituation.
15lamawheatproducer,andwhenit
16comestotradingoffanyU.S.government
17supportforagricultureinthenexttrade
18round,allowmetoquotetheSecretary's
19friendandSenatorfromK ansas,Mr.Pat
20Roberts,"Weal readygaveattheoffice."
21 AndIthinkthispointstothethingsthat

22wehavetobecareful of: Thatwedon't



23giveawaytoomuchinordertogetsome
24negotiationsontheotherside.
25WewouldliketoseetheU.S.
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1governmentuseeverytool attheirdisposal
2tohel pfindmarketsforandencouragethe
3saleofU.S.wheat.WhileEuropeuses
dexportpricesubsi diesandgovernment
5sanctionmonopoly--(inaudible).
6Weareencouragedby--thisisto
7theSecretaryandforTimGalvinthatwas
8here,theyarepresentlylookingatsome
9supporttohel puscleanwheatsothatwe
10canbecompetitivewithAustraliaandCanada
1linourexports.Wethinkthisisone
12initiativethati sveryimportantforus.
13Butweal sohavetobecareful thatin
14designingasystem,thatwecancompetethe
15waytheycompete:Bysellinga
16higher-qualityproductatl owerprices.
17Thisi soneofthethingsthathasnotbeen
18discussedyetintrade, butit'svery
190bviousthatCanadaandA ustraliadouse
20qualityasanexportsubsidy.

211 haddinnerwiththeChai rmanof

22theAustraliaWheatBoardrecently.He



23pointedoutthatapproximatel y20yearsago
24theyknewthattheycoul dnolongercompete
25withEuropeandtheUnitedStateswith
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lexportsubsidiesbecausetheirgovernment
2didnothavethatsystemorthepricetodo
3s0.Sohesai dweknewtheonlywaywe
4couldcompetewasthroughqualityand
Svarietal devel opmentandincleanliness,and
6theyhavedoneafingjob.Y ouknow,they
7beatusinal otof marketg ustbecauseof
8that.Weneedtheopportunitytobeabl eto
9dothesametypeofthing.

10Gl obaltradei snotanewthing.
11IreadahistorybookaboutK ansasseveral
12yearsago.ltwasonthedevel opmentofthe
13wheatindustryfromthel870sonthroughthe
141900si nK ansas. | tpointedoutthatthe
15pri ceofwheatgotuptosomewhereinthe$2
16range,aboutwhereitisrighttoday,100
17yeardater;however,duetosometrade
18disputeswithLiverpool ,wheatbeingshipped
19outof Gal vestonwasshutdown.Itbrought
20thepri ceofwheatbackdowna most7cents
21abushel . Thathadtodowithtrade

22disputesandglobaltrading. Thisthingis



23notnew,sowe'rerehashingol dhistory.
240nbehalfofthewheat

250rgani zationweworkwith,wehavewritten
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1testimonytosubmitthatitemizesthel ssues
2thatthoseof uswhoarepresentforwheat
3producersfeel areimportant. Thankyoufor
4theopportunitytosubmitthosewritten
Scomments,andbeassuredthatwheat
6producersarepreparedtospenddollarsto
7beheardinthisroundwhichwewerenotthe
8lasttime.

9Thankyouverymuch.
10MR.BLOUIN:Thankyou.Rod
11Pierce.OurnextspeakerwillbeCharles
12Pyaitt.
13MR.PIERCE:Hi.I'mRodPierce.
141farm30milesnorthwestof DesMoines.|
15farm1,500acres; halfcorn,halfsoybeans.
161 usedtofeed2,000headof hogsbutquit
17lastyearduetothedepressedprices.|
18feedout320headof cattleinacustom
19lot.

20Mygrandfathercrossedtheocean
21atagel6l ookingforabetterlife.

22\Workingincoa minesnorthwestofhere,he



23savedenoughmoneytobuy45acresof
24farmground.Myfatherexpandedandhel ped
25startthreeofhisfourboysinfarming
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1beforeretirement.Mygrandfather'sstrong
2workethi chasbeenkeyinthreegenerations
3ofsuccessfulfarmers.

AT hisyearhardworkwillnotcure
5ourfinancial problems.Farmersaretoo
6proudtoaskforhandouts,buttoo
7financiallystressedtonotacceptthem.
8Eachofourgenerationshave
9experiencedbreakthroughsinagriculture.
10Formygrandfatheritwashybridseedcorn.
11Formyfatheritwascommercialfertilizer,
12andformei thasbeenbiotechnol ogy.
13Biotechnol ogyhasprovidedmany
14traitsthatincreaseproductivityand
15profitabilitywithreducedcosts,increased
16production,andval ue-addedtraits.Abig
17benefitforfarmersandconsumersi sthatwe
18applyfewerpesticidestocontrolinsects
19suchascornborers.
20BeforeBtcornwasdevel oped.,it's
21estimatedthatthedamagefromcornborers

22costU.S.farmers$l.2billionayear.We



23alsousedherbicide-resistanthybridsand
24varietiesonourfarm.Thesel etususe
25moreenvironmentallyfriendlychemical sand
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1lowerourinputcosts,lowering--thus
2loweringourcostofproduction.
3AlloftheGM Oslplantare
4approvedforexport.MyconcernistheGM Os
Softhefuture.WilltheEU createadoubt

6i nconsumersaroundtheworldAWill
7consumershasethei rbuyingonemotion
8insteadofscientificfacts?
9U.S.agricultureneedstheexport
10markettosurvive.Oneoutofeveryfive
11rowsofcornweplantgoesforexport.We
12currentlyneedmoreexportstocl earoutour
13oversupplyofgrain.Wefarmershaveaduty
14tokeepharvestedgrainfromnonapproved
15hiotechhybridsoutoftheexportchannel.
16Weal soneedthenewGM Ostobeapprovedin
17atimelymanner.
18WhiletheEUhasapprovedmost
19products,theyhavenotmadeanynew
20approva sinl8months.Approval sfornew
21tradesarestalled. TheEUregul atory

22systemi snotworkingandisdisrupting



23worl dtrade,thusaffectingl owafarmers.
24Farmersdon'twanttobebl ockedfromusing
25thenewtechnol ogybecauseofthe
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1Europeans.

2Allofthiscreatesconfusion
3amongfarmersandel evatorsastowhat
4productsareapproved. Thepublicneedsto
5knowthattheU.S.governmentscrutinizes
6all cropswithbiotechtradesthatare
7commerciallygrownintheU.S.
8lIfeelthegovernmentshould
9stresstheneedforandsupporttheadoption
10ofanEUregulatorysystemthatworks.Most
11oftheissuesinvolvingbiotechnologyare
12a readycoveredundertradeagreementswe
13alreadyhave,andtheU.S.governmentshould
14usetheupcomingW T Onegotiationstoaddress
15theproblemsofbiotechtrade.l support
16thecommodityandagriculturegroupsthat
17arecallingforasingleundertakingofthe
18WTOta ksinsteadofindividual
19sector-by-sectortalks.
20Justasmygrandfatherexperienced
21roughwatersashecrossedtheoceanfora

22betterlife,l ,asafarmer,amexperiencing



23roughwaters.Asheputhisfaithinthe
24ship'scaptain, | putmytrustintheUSDA
25topointthecompassi ntherightdirection
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1tosecureaf utureforthecropsdevel oped
2usingbiotechnology.

3Thankyou.

AMR.BLOUIN:CharlesPyaitt.

SMR.PY ATT:Goodafternoon.I'm
6CharlesPyatt.I'mamemberoftheNational
7Boardof CornGrowersAssociation
8representingseveralthousandcornproducers
9inabout24states, | thinkwehavemembers
10now,andlwanttothankyouforthe
11opportunitytomakeourpresentationhere
12today.

13Weunderstandthedesireofall
14countriesoftheworl dtobesel f-sufficient
15infoodproduction,andthattheywilldo
16everythingtheycantoprotecttheirag
17producers,astheyshould.Weal so
18understandtheinfluenceofthe

19internati onal bankingcommunityin
20protectingmarketsforthird-worldcountries
21whoseagriculturetheyfinance.Webelieve

22Americanproducersdeserveequal recognition



23andrepresentation.

24\W earenotopposedtotheuseof

25GM Osinproductionagriculture;however,if
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1theyaretobeastumblingblockinthe
2negotiations,|etmeassureyouthatwe
3upholdourmembers,andthey'reperfectly
4willingtogrowthecommoditythatthe
5producerwantsand--ortheconsumerwants,
6excuseme,sothatwehavegrainavailable
7rightnow,GM O-free,andourproducersare
8perfectlywillingtoproduceforthemarket,
9whateverthatmarketis.

10AIsol thinkweneedtoconsider
11theconsequencesofcurrentpolicy.Soil
12erosioninnortheastl owathisyearisthe
13worstinmymemory,andl'vebeenafarmer
14over50years.Ourdomesticfarmprogram
15hasfailed.Pleasehel pusstoptheabuse
160foneof Americasgreatestnatural
17resources.Oursoil.Stopaskingfarmers
18toproduceforanonexistentmarket.Help
19usdevel opanexpandedCRPwithashort-term
20soilrestorationprogramandencourageother
21nationstotakesimilarsteps.

22Exportingagcommoditiesbel owthe



23costof productionissimplystealingfrom
24futuregenerations.Futuregenerationsare
25dependentonprotectivemeasuresthatwe
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1takenow.
2Andlisteningtotheotherfarmers
3herethismorningtestifyingkindofreminds
4meofalittlepoemaboutthelittiebird
5whosegjobwastowakeuptheemperoreach
6morning. Theemperordidn'talways
Tappreciatethatlittlebirdsinginghis
8song,but--sohewrotealittlepoem,and
9itwentlikethis:" Thesunwasshining
10brightlyandl coul dscarcel ywaittoponder
11outmywindowandgazeatmyestate. A
12breezewasbl owinggentlythatmadethe
13flowerssway,andeverythingwasbeautiful
14onthisenchantedday.Myeyesfellupon
15thelittl ebirdwithaprettyyellowhill.|
16beggedofhimtocomeandsituponmysill.
17Andlsmiledathimsweetlyandgavehima
18crustofbread. Thenl reachedout,s ammed
19thewindowandl crushedhidlittlehead.”
20MR.BLOUIN:Thankyou,Charles.
21Weneededthat.

22\We'renowmovingintoour



23afternoonprogramwithpanel number3,and

24pl easecomeupasl callyourname.Jim
25Carroll,SteveErdman,Roel Andriessen,Bill
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IMenner,andGrettal rwin.

2And,Rodl itlookdlikeyou're
3herealready,soyoustarttalkingwhile
4they'resittingdown.
5MR.ANDRIESSEN:Thankyouand
6goodafternoon.Thankyouforthis
7opportunitytosharemyviewsaboutthe
8importanceofinternational tradeandsome
9ofthechallengeswefaceintherural
10market.

11Asyouknow,exportsalesare
12criticaltothesupply,bothAmerican
13agriculture,especialyinlightofour
14massivesupplyoffoodsubsidies. The
15currentpriceshavenochancetomake
16substantialrecoverywithoutmoreexports.
17Grainfarmers,beefandporkproducersare
18dependingontheofficesoftheUSDAand
19USDRtoopendoorsformoreworldtrade.
201BPisawillingpartnerinaddingval ueto
21farmcommoditiesforsaleonthe

22international marketplace. Thisprocess



23addg obstotheU.S.andhel psall aspects

240f productioninagriculture.
25Wehaveworkedhardtodetermine
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1theneedsofitscustomersthroughoutthe
2world.Weknowwhattheywant,areanxious
3toproduceforthem,andwill continueto
dinvestsubstantialfundsinthiseffort,
5especialyifwecanbeassuredofgreater
6marketaccess.
7AccordingtotheU.S.MeatExport
8Federation,beefexportsadded$9.57a
9hundredwel ghttotheval ueof cattle,and
10%5.91a100wei ghttotheval ueof sl aughter
11hogsin1996.Meanwhile,U.S.feedgrains
12andsoybeansexportersaccountedforal most
13%$1billion.Thispointsoutthepotential
14forwhatcoul dbe,ifmoremarketshad
15reasonableaccess.
160urcompanyhasbeeninvolvedin
170peninginternationa marketssincewe
18openedourfirstbeefplantinwesternlowa
19in1961.Westartedbyexportingjustafew
20itemstoEurope. Theexportbusinessgrew
21rapidly,andinthemid'70sweopeneda

22salesofficeinEurope. Todaywehave



23international officesinEngland,Japan,

24K orea, Taiwan,China,Mexico,Canadaand
25Russia,whileexportingproductstomore
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1than50countries.

2| BPexportshoxedbeefandboxed
3pork,aswellasalliedproductssuchas
Acattlehinds,pigskins,tallow,bonemedl,
5gel atinbone,ediblemeatssuchaskidneys,
6liversandtongues,andallfourmeats
7destinedforthepetfoodindustry.
8Beef,whichgenerates80percent

9of oursal es,remai nsthel argestsegmentof
10ourexportbusi ness.Sincel990ourexport
11saleshavedoubled.L astyeartheytotaled
12%1.6billion,or30percentof| BPnet

13sales. Theexportsal esreachedonemillion
14metrictons,or16.5percentofthetotal
15IBPsales.

16T heFarEastisbyfarourbiggest
17forumofl owaboxedbeefandboxedpork.
180urfocusandcommitmenttothispartofthe
19worldwill continuetoincreaseandexpand
20intheyearsahead.| BP sandthe
21industry'dargestexportmarketintheFar

22Easti sJapan.Ourcommitmenttotheexport



23marketscanbeseeni noureffortsto
24custom-fabricatebeeffortheAsian

25markets.
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1Forexample,ourplantoutof
2DakotaCity,Nebraska,beef complexhasbeen
3designatedasl BP'sexportplant.lt
4producesavarietyofexport-stylebeefcuts

5i naccordancewiththerequirementsofour
6Japanese, K orean,andChinesecustomers.
7Anotherexampl el sgj oi ntventurewithNipo
8meatpackers,Japan’'d argestmeatcompany.
9SinceM arch1995,ourporkpl ant
10inPerry,l owa,hasbeenproducingporkcuts
11accordingtoNipospecifications.Similar
12devel opmentsarebel ngimplementedfor
13exportmarketscl osertohome,mainlyCanada
14andMexico.

15A syouknow,thechangingworld
16marketpl acehascreatedtremendous
17opportunities,aswellaschallenges,for
18ourindustry.Inorderforexportsto
19increase,somethingswillhavetochange.
20TheEuropeancommunity,forexample,
21continuestobeamarketoflimitedaccess.

22TheEU'shanonbeef producedwithgrowth



23promotantsi scostingbeefproducersinthe
24U.S.100sof millionsofdol larsayear.
25Duringthepastdecade,theEUhasnotbeen
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labletoprovidescientificallyvalidreasons
2fortheban.WhiletheU.S.beefindustry
3haswonallroundsandeffortstorequire
4theEuropeanUniontocomplywith
5internationaltradingrul esontheban,the
6issueremainsresol ved.
7WeencouragetheUSDAandUSDRto
8continueeffortstopreemptEuropean
Ostrategi esandgai naccesstotheEuropean
10market. | nthisareaofgloba markets,
11soundsciencemustbeuphel dasthebasi s
12fortradeagreements,iftheseagreements
13aretobefair.Weal soencourageyoutobe
14proactiveasitrel atestoeasternEuropean
15countriesandRussi asincethesecountries
16seemtobei ntheprocessofduplicatingEU
17standards.
180nceagain,wethankyouroffice
19foryoureffortsonthematterinthepast
20andencourageyoutomaintai ntheminthe
21future.

22BusinesstoJapanremainsstrong,



23whileexportstosal estoK oreaandTaiwan
24increas nglygrowbiggerandbigger.We
25encourageyoutocontinueeffortstoremove
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lanytradebarriersand/orreducetariffs
2thatprohibitourabilitytodobusinessin
3thesecountries.Greateraccessmeans
dincreasedprofitpotentialfortheU.S.meat
5industry,packers,andlivestockproducers
6alike. TheU.S.isoneoftheworld'smost
Tefficientproducersofhigh-qualitymeat
8products,andinafreemarketenvironment,
9canbeextremel ycompetitive.

10A syouknow,Chinawantstobecome
11aWorldTradeOrganizationmember.
12NegotiationswiththeChinesehaveal ready
13resultedinasignedagricultura
14agreement(inaudi bl e)thatcoul dlower
15tariff sandexpandaccesstotheChinese
16market.WeencouragetheU SDAandtheUSDR
17toseethatmeatindustryinterestsare
18consi deredduringnegotiationswithChina.
191 BPandallthemembersofour
20industrycontinuetoseegreatpotentialfor
21businessinChina,giventhecountry's

22popul ationof morethanonebillionpeopl e.



23MR.BLOUIN:I'llaskyoutowrap

24itup.Y ou'reaboutaminuteoveralready.
25MR.ANDRIESSEN:Oneofthegoals
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1forthenextWT Oroundsof negotiations
2shoul dbeanacceptancebya lWTOmembers
3thatstrict,science-based(inaudible)

4shoul dnotbeweakenedordiluted.
5Restrictionsonaccessforsanitaryor
6phytosanitaryrulesmustbebasedon
7science,andthosethatarenotmustbe
8removedinaccordancewiththeWTOdispute
9settlement.ltwillal sobeimportantfor
10Russi atobebroughtundertherul esofthe
11WT Oassoonaspossi bl etoensurethat
12marketpotentialisbeingmet.
13Inclosing,letmeemphasi zethat
14beefandporkexportsarekeycomponentsof
15totalredmeatdemands. Theyplayan
16increasinglyimportantrol el nthemeat
17industry'swell-being.Inorderforthis
18industrytocontinuetothrive,especialy
19hereintheHeartland,webelieveit's
20crucialournationcontinuetoaggressively
21worktogai naccess nthemergingmarkets

22andtoexpandaccessi nexistingmarkets.



23Thankyouforyourconsideration.
24AMR.BLOUIN:BIlI.
25MR.MENNER:Thankyou,Secretary
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1Judge,distingui shedmembersofthe
2listeningpanel ,guests,andfellowmembers
3oftheinternational tradecommunity.My
4nameisBillMenner,andl'ma
Srepresentativeofthel owagoTrade.It'sa
6coalitionofabout100individuals,
7organizations,andbusinesses,alofwhich
8haveavestedinterestininternational
Otradeandreducedbarriersinopenmarkets.
10Thel owagoTradenetworkis
11activelyworkingonbehal fofthe
12initiativesthatwillreducetradebarriers
13overseaswhileopeningnewmarketstol owa
14producers. T hatincludesextens onof
15globaltraderel ationsstatustoChina,as
16wellasChina'sadmissiontotheWorldTrade
170rganization.
18SomeofourlowagoTrademembers
19aremanufacturerswithnoobvioustiesto
20agriculture.M aytagi saprettygood
21example. Theywantopenmarketsandreduced

22barrierssotheycanenhancetheirprofits,



23buttheyal soknowthatl owasagribusiness
24sectorhastoflourish,andtodoso,these
25manufacturersknowthatastrongageconomy
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lisgoodforeverybusinessinthestate.
2Agribusinesses,likeDiamondV
3MillsinCedarRapids,arel ookingtoexpand
4intonewmarkets. Theyhavehadagl obal
5visionforyears.They'rerecognizingthe

6l mportanceofinternationaltradeandthe
7hillionsofdollars nnewbus nessthatit
8canmean,buttheyhaveal sohadtoconfront
9unfairexportsubsidiesthatbenefittheir
10foreigncompetitors,detrimental breachesof
11existingtradeagreements,andeven
12occasionainternal policiesthatstifle
13theiropportunitiesabroad.
14lowagoTradeal sohasitsfamily
15farmerslikeConradL awler.lowaproducers
16arefacingrock-bottomcommaodityprices
17rightnow.They'reluckytobreakevenwith
18thepricesthey'regettingforcorn,beans
19andhogs. Theseproducershavelong
20understoodthepotentialimpactofforeign
21marketsontheirabilitytosurviveandto

22thrive.Generationsof | owaf armershave



23lookedoverseasfornewmarkets. Theytoo
24havehadtoconfrontbarrierafterbarrier,
25andnowwithnofederal subsidiesavailable
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1tohel pthesefamilyfarmerssurvive,it's

2criti calthatthefederal governmenttakeup
3theirfightl aterthi syearinSeattle.
4Intheshortterm,beforemore
5than134WTOmembernationsevengather,the
6UnitedStatesCongressmustextendN TRto
7Chinalt'samarketwithl.2billion
8people.lt'salreadytheUnitedStates
9fourthlargesttradingpartnerwithtrade
10worth$14billionand200,000jobshanging
11inthebalance.AndaccordingtotheCensus
12Bureau,l owaexportstoChinal astyear

13al onewereworth$32million.NTRforChina
14mustbeextended,andChinamustbeadmitted
15totheWorldTradeOrgani zation.

16l maginetheimpactonl owa

17bus nessandtheU.S.andtheworld
18communityifsuccessfulinengagingChina
19economically,andimaginetheimpactonthe
20worldsecurityaswell.
21Whenthenextroundoffarmtalks

22begininSeattl el aterthisyear,theU.S.



23mustgoinwithaunifiedvoiceanda
24commitmenttoprotectingthefortunesofits
25farmers,itsagribusinesses,andits
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Imanufacturers.Itmustdemandal evel
2playingfieldforU.S.producers,including
3areductionofdomesticinternal
4agricultural subsidies,thereducti onof
Simporttariffsonagricultural products,the
6eliminationofnontarifforartificial
7barrierstotrade,andtheeliminationof
8exportsubsidies.
9Andafternegotiatorsreachtheir
10agreementsi nSeattle,theCongressmust
11grantthePresidentfast-tracktrade
12authority.Thisisacriticaltool that

13woul dbenefitbusi nessesinl owaandacross
14theUnitedStates. ThePresidentmusthave
15thatauthority.
16Thankyoufortheopportunityto
17speakonbehalfofthel owagoTradeNetwork,
18andthankyouforyourwillingnesstolisten
19totheconcernsofaverageAmericanswith
20globalinterests.

21IMR.BLOUIN:Grettal rwin.

22M S.IRWIN:Onbehalfofthel owa



23TurkeyFederationandl owa'sthreeturkey
24processors, | thankyoufortheopportunity
25topresentourrecommendationson
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lagriculturetradeprioritiesforthenext
2roundoftheWorldTradeOrgani zation
3negotiation.
4TheU.S.poultryexportsoverall
Shavegrowntremendouslysince1990.1n
61990, exportsaccountedforonly1percent
7ofthetotal U.S.turkeyproduction. Today
8over10percentofthetotal productionis
9exported. Thedesireformorewhitemeat
10productsinAmericahasmadethepricefor
11darkmeatproductsdepressed.Mostofthe
12turkeymeatexportedisdarkmeat,since
13thatiswhatourtradepartnersprefer.
14Beingabl etosupplythemwiththeir
15preferredchoi cehel psthebottomlinefor
16theturkeyindustry.
17Duringthepastnineyearswehave
18hadsomebumpsintheroad. Turkeyexports
19havedeclinedsincetherecordl evel sof
201997.DuringJanuary,Februaryof 1999,
21turkeyexportsweretpercentbel owthesame

22periodin1998.TurkeyexportstoRussia



23andeasternEuropeancountriesweredown
24sharply;however,somemarketswere
25stronger.ExportstoM exicowerenearly4
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1percentaboveal readyhighlevel soflast
2year,andM exicotook52.6percentofall
3U.S.turkeyexportedduringtheJanuary,
4Februarymonthsof 1999,comparedwith42.5
Spercentayearearlier.Also,exportsto
6SouthK orea, TaiwanandChinawereup
7sharplywhilethosetoHongK ongwerelittle
8changed.

9lowahasthreeturkeyprocessing
10plants:WestL ibertyFoodsinWestLiberty
1lisaproducer-ownedval ue-addedco-op;lowa
12TurkeyProducersinPostvilleisan
13independentlyheldcompany;andBil-Mar
14Foods nStormL akei spartoftheSaral_ee
15corporation.Allthreeturkeyprocessing
16plantsexport.Followingaresomeofthe
17issuesthathavehinderedtheirabilityto
18exportmoreturkey:
19Weneedtoestablishstrong
20sanitaryandphytosanitaryrules. TheWorld
21 TradeAgreementontheapplicationof

22sanitaryandphytosanitarymeasuresmaybe



23reopenedbytheEuropeanUniontotrytofix
24perceivedefficiencies. TheEuropeanUnion
25canbeexpectedtotrytointroducea

SWEENEY COURTREPORTING(515)244-6373

320l nsuranceExchangeBldg.,DesMoines,| owa50309



0041

1provisionthatwoul dpermitcountriesto
2justifyfoodsafetyorotherregul ationson
3socialratherthanscientificrounds.f

4thi sconceptweretobel egitimized,many
5productscoul dbebannedinresponseto
6nothingmorethandomesticpolitical
7pressures.|nmanycases,countriesuse
8theserul esarbitrarilyasprotectionism
9measures. Thel.S.shouldstaunchlyoppose
10anysanitaryregul ationsbasedonanything
11otherthansoundscience.
12Forexample,currentlyMexico
13requiresthatallturkeyimportsbefrom

14fl ockthataredeemedfreeof Avian
15Influenza.Ourprocessorsfilloutthe
16formsandcompl ywiththis,butthishas
17addedahighcompliancycosttotheirexport
18andhasnoscientificbasisforsucha
19requirement.\Wehavetoestablishrules
20regardinggeneticallymodifiedproductsthat
21arebasedonscience,notonmotion. This

22ispotentiallythemostseriousi ssueonthe



23tableduringtheupcomingnegotiationsin
24thatmuchofourpoultryisfedrationsmade
25fromcorn,soybeans,wheatandotherraw
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Imaterial sgrownintheUnitedStatesfrom
2geneti callymodifiedseeds.|ftheEuropean
3Unionendsupbanningthegrainsandthe
4foodscontai ninggeneticallymodified
5foods--orexcuseme,modifiedgrains,this
6coul deventuallyincludemeatandpoultry.
7Theinabilitytotestthemeatfor
8proofthattheywerefedaGM Owillmake
Sthisverydifficultforourindustryto
10police.EventhoughtheU.S.turkeyisnot
11allowedintotheEuropeanUnioncurrently
12becauseoftheirbanonchl orineinour
13rinsewater,weareafrai dthatother
14countriescoul dbeinfluencedbythese
15Europeanactionswhichwoul dhavea
16detrimental effectonourpoultryexports.
17Theindustryal sowillbenefitby
18reducingimporttariffsonpoultry,

196l iminatingexportsubsidies,and
20eliminatinginternal pricesupports.Our
21processorsal soneedoneuniformformto

22filloutforallexports. Thepaperwork



23neededtoexportlackscontinuity.Our
24processorstrytokeepupwithallthe
25differentrequirementsforeachofthe
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1countries,butwhenpapererrorsdooccur,
2theirloadsareoftencutback.

3Theyal soneedtheabilityto

4allowal readyshi ppedproductintocountries
Sthathaveerectedatradebarrier.Product
6hasbeenall owed--excuseme,producthas
7notbeenallowedtoenteracountrybecause
8atradebarrierhasbeenerectedbythat
9countryafteraproducthasbeensent.

10A ssi stancei ngettingthatproductintothe
11countryisthenneeded.
12Thisconcludesmycomments. Thank
13youfortheopportunitytopresentthe
14issuesofthel owaT urkeyProducersandthe
15processorsindustry.
16MR.BLOUIN:Jim.
17MR.CARROLL:Mynameisiim
18Carroll,andl serveonthestaffof Dairy
19Farmersof America.l firstwanttothank
20you,theUSDA ,andtheUSDRforthisforum
21toexpressourcommentsregardingworld

22trade.l al sowanttothankthemember sof



23thelisteningpanelfortheirtimeto
24participateinthisevent.

25DairyFarmersof Americaisamilk
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1marketingcooperativeheadquarteredin

2K ansasCity,Missouri,representingover
318,000dairyfarmermemberownersinds
4states.Wearepl easedtoappearbeforeyou
5todaytotestifyonthetopicoftheDFA's
6agriculturaltradeprioritiesforthe
7upcomingWTOnegotiations.DFAisalsoa
8memberoftheU.S.DairyExportCounciland
9theNational MilkProducersFederation,and
10al ongwiththoseorgani zationsarecommitted
11toexpandingexportsof U.S.dairyproducts
12throughreductionofforeigntradebarriers
13andothermeasuresthatdistort
14internationaltradeinmilkanddairy
15products.

16TheU.S.dairyindustryisthe
17secondlargestagricultural commoditysector
18intheUnitedStates,measuredbyfarmcash
19recei ptsof $20billionperyear,andisone
20ofthetopthreeagricultural sectorsin
21fullyhalfofthe50states.| naddition,

22dairyprocessorsputtheannual retailvalue



23oftheirindustryat$70billionayear.

24Despiteitd argesizedomestically,our
25industryisarel ativenewcomerto

SWEENEY COURTREPORTING(515)244-6373

320l nsuranceExchangeBldg.,DesMoines,| owa50309



0045

linternationaltrade.

2Whatwehavel earnedinour
3relativelyshortexporthistoryisthat
4Americandairyproductscananddoperform
Ssuccessfullyinmarketswherethereisa
6level playingfie dandwhere
Ttrade-distortingpracti cesdonothamperour
8abilitytocompete.Infact,theindustry's

9d owanddifficultemergenceinternationally
10stemsfromthefactthatdairyi soneofthe
11world'smostprotectedandsubsidized
12industries.
13WhentheUruguayRoundwas
14deadlockedoveragriculture theU.S.dairy
15i ndustrymademanykeyconcessi onssothat
16anagreementcoul dbereached.Weal so
17recognizedthatGAT Tnegoti ationshadnever
18attemptedtocontrol thatkindof| evel of
19agri cultural subsidies,andmostofthe
20ruleswerebrandnew.Today,agriculture
21hasahistoryinthe W T Oandwemustensure

22thatthenextroundservesfirsttorevise



23therulesthathavenotworked.
24Bythesametoken,thedairy
25industryisverysupportiveofthis
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Ladministration'sefforttofurtherreduce
2trade-distortingpracticesinagriculture.
3Wearepreparedtodoourparttoaccomplish
4thatgoal ;however,bothdairyproducersand
5dairyprocessorsferventlybelievethatwe
emustfirstleveltheplayingfieldwith
7respecttosubsidiesandmarketaccess
8betweentheU.S.andotherWTOmember
9countries,especiallytheEU,Canada,and
10Japan.

110bvioudythenextroundmust
12buildontheaccomplishmentsoftheUruguay
13Round.TheU.S.dairyindustrystrongly
14supportsthenextroundof WTOmultilateral
15negotiationsandbelievesthattheU.S.
16shoul dfocusonthesefourpriorities:
17First,theelimination,bydate
18certain,ofallremaininguseofdairy
19exportsubsidies.
20Exportsubsidiesareextremely
21commoninworlddairytrade.Whenthe

22currentWT Oagricultureagreementisfully



23phasedinnextyear,itwillstill permit
24amost60percentof projecteddairyworld
25tradetobesubsidized. Andthe

SWEENEY COURTREPORTING(515)244-6373

320l nsuranceExchangeBldg.,DesMoines,| owa50309



0047
1distributionofthesesubsidyallowancesis
2highlyskewed.Onamildequivaentbasis,
3theEUaccountsforfully72percentof
4thesesubsidyallowances,whiletheU.S.
5accountsforjust3percentofthem.
6Theuseofexportsubsidiesisthe
Tprimaryfactorthatkeepsworlddairyprices
8depressedbel owdomesti cpricesandhobbles
9theexpans onof sustainablecommercialU.S.
10dairyexports.

11Secondly,webelievethat
12substantialincreasesinreal accessthrough
13reductionofremainingtradebarriersto
14U).S.dairyexportsmusttakeplace.

15L etmegiveyousomeexampl esof
16thekindsof barriersAmericandairy
17producersface. TheEuropeanUnion,the
18world'dargestdairymarket,isableunder
19itsWTOcommitmentstoimposetariffsata
20rateofabout240percentagai nstallbut
21verylimitedquantitiesof cheese,an

22importantU.S.dairyexportproduct.



23TheU.S.a somaintainstariff
24barriersagainstdairyimports,butnotat

25level sashighasthese.M oreover ,all
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lin-quotatariffsarel owandprovidereal
2marketaccess.
3Thisadministrationmustfirst
4guaranteethatuponi mplementationofthe
5nextWTOround,countrieswillcapordinary
6tariffsandharmonizetariffratequotas.
7TheU.S.industryrecognizesthatitmust
8giveaccesstogetaccess,yetunlessall
9countriesparticipatei ntariffreductions,
10especiallythehighlyprotectedmarketsthat
11facilitateveryhighdomesticpricesthrough
12bothsmall quotasandveryhighover-quota
13rate,thelU.S.willremaintheprimary
14marketforlowercostsuppliers.
15InorderforU.S.dairyproducers
16andprocessorstoconti nuetheirsupportfor
17theconceptoffreetrade,theU.S.
18government,workingthroughthe WTO,needs
19toworktopromotefairtrade.Futuretrade
20negotiationscannotresultonlyin
21unilateral concessionsmadebyour

22government,andfurtheropeningofour



23marketmustbematchedwithenforceabl eand
24usabl eaccesstoevenmoreprotectedmarkets
25suchasCanada, EuropeanUnion,andJapan.
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1Thirdly,wemustpursuecontinued
2reductionofall production-rel ateddomestic
3supports.
4TheEUalreadyproducesuptol5
5percentmoremilkthanitsdomesticmarket
6requires,andthidargesurplusdrivesits
7continuedheavyuseofexportsubsidies.
8WesupporttheU.S.government
9positiontotightentherulesondomestic
10supportinordertoensurethatrural
11communitiesarenotusedtodefend
12productionglutsthatdistorttradeand
13prices.

141 astly, wemustestablishimproved
15transparencyanddi sciplinesonthe
16trade-distortingeffectsonbothimportand
17exportstatetradingenterprises.
18Statetradingenterprisesprovide
19defactoexportsubsidiesthroughtheir
20abilitytoprice-discriminatebetweenhigh-
21andlow-valuemarketsandtheirabilityto

22keeptheirtransactionsprivate.Indairy,



23theNewZealandDairyBoardisthemost
24conspicuousexample.
25U.S.dairyindustryfavors
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1negotiationof newcommitmentsthatwould
2require ncreasedtransparencyinthe
3operationsofbothimportandexportstate
4tradingenterprises,aswellasdisciplines
5ontheactivitiesof statetrading
6enterprisesthattrul ydistorttrade.
7WithregardtothenewWTO
8negotiationsthemselves,theU.S.dairy
9industrysupportsstructuringthe
10negotiationsasasingleundertaking
11encompassingall sectors,asopposedtoa
12sector-by-sectorapproach.Anditstrongly
13supportsrenewal assoonaspossi bl eof
14fast-tracknegotiatingauthoritytoachieve
15atimelyoutcomethatfurtherreduces
16distortionstointernationaldairyand
17agriculturaltrade.

18l appreci atetheopportunityto
19testify,andthankyouforyourtimeand

20l ookforwardtoansweringquestions.
21IMR.BLOUIN:Steve.

22MR.ERDMANN:Membersofthe



23pandl ,it'sagreatopportunitywehaveto
24testifybeforeyou.Weappreciateyou

25hol dingthissessionforusonthisvery
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limportantmatter.

2Mynamei sSteveErdman.I'man
3agricultureproducer.lfarminwestern
4ANebraskanearthestateof WWyoming.lgrow
5GreatNorthernbeans,cornandalfalfaon
6700irrigatedacres.lal soserveonthe
7boardofdirectorsof Farmlandlndustries.
8Farmlandindustriesisthe
9nation'sargestfarmer-ownedcooperative.
10Foundedin1929,weareaf ederatedco-op,
11andourmembershaveoverl,700cooperative
12partnersandhave600,000f armer-ownedor
13members. Thosemembersmakeupthe
14cooperativesystem.Farmlandhasmajor
15businessunitssuchasfertilizer,mests,
16grain,feeds, petroleumandshi pping.
17Focusedonmeeti ngtheneedsof
18tomorrow'sconsumers,Farmlandhasadopted
19busi nessstrategi estomeetthedemandof
20thegl obal consumerasacooperative.
21Thefutureeconomicwell-beingof

22Americanagriculturei scl osel ytiedtoour



23competitiveness ntheexpandinggl obal

24market. Theimportanceoftradetothe
25futureof Americanagriculturehasbeen
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lemphasizedinthe1996farmbill.Witha
2reductioninsupportofU.S.farmprograms,
3U.S.producerswilldependonexportsfor
4morethan35percentoftheirgrossrecei pts
5bytheyear2003.U.S.tradepolicymust

6refl ectastrongcommitmenttotheexpanding
7worldmarket.

8Theimportanceoftradeis
9underscoredbyAmerica'sshrinkingshareof
10theworl d'spopul ation.Americansnow
11compriseonly4percentoftheworld's
12popul ationandareexperiencingminimal
13populationgrowth,whilemanyofthe
14countriesthatwetradewithare
15experiencingsignificantpopul ationgrowth.
16T oaddtothi sphenomenoni sthegrowth
17strengthofthemiddl eclassinthese
18countries.Thepoweroftheemergingmiddie
19cl assworl dwidemadeupofconsumerswith
20theabilitytoshiptheirconsumption
21patternshavebecomeacriticalfactor

22drivingconsumermarkets.



23InIndia,forexample,therewill
24bel15millionnewmembersofthemiddle
25classbytheyear2005.1nChina,there
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1willbe196millionmorenewmembersofthe
2middleclassbythesameyear. Thesemiddle
3classconsumersaroundtheworldrepresenta
4bloomingpotentialforthemarketof our
Sagricultura products.
6TheFarmlandsystemhasdevel oped
7abusinessstrategyfocusedontappingthe
8potential ofemergingworldmarkets.During
Othepastsixyears,theFarmlandsystem
10international sal eshavegrownfromless
11than200milliontoover4.1billioninjust
12sixyears.InMexico,s ncethepassageof
13theNorthAmericanFreeTradeAgreement,or
14ANAFTA ,ourtradehasincreasedfromless
15than50millionin1992toover450million
16in1998.

17Asyoupreparefortheupcoming
18traderoundthisNovemberinSesttle,
19Washington,pl easeconsiderthefollowing
20itemdli stedbel ow: Eliminationofexport
21subsidies;tariffsmustbefurtherreduced,

22statetradingenterprisesmustevolveto



23fulltransparencyandeventuallytofree
24marketentities. Therulesgoverning

25sancti oningandfinal sanctionarymeasures
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1mustconti nuetobestronglybasedonsound
2scienceandriskassessment. Assuretrade
3ingeneticallymodifiedorgani smsi shased
donfair,transparent,andscientifically
5acceptablerulesandstandards.

6N egoti ationsshoul dbecomprehensivewith
Ttheuseof expeditedacti onsandtimeliness
8withasi ngleundertakingduringthenext
9roundofnegotiations.Andfinally,dispute
10settlementmechani smsmustbeshortand
11theremustbeanendtotheprocess.|f
12countriesarepermittedtodi sregarddispute
13settlementfindings,producerswillhaveno
14confidenceinamultilateraltrading
15system.

16Again,thankyouforthe
170pportunitytoappearbeforeyoutodayand
18commentsfortheupcomingtradetalks.
19Americanfarmers,ranchersand
20agribusinessesaregrowingmoreandmore
21dependentonthei nternational tradefor

22theirlivelihoods.ltisbecoming



23increasinglyimportantfortheU.S.
24governmenttohaveatradepolicythatis
25stronglycommittedtoexpanding
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lopportunitiesfortheAmericanfarmers,
2ranchers,andbusinesses. Thankyou.
3MR.BLOUIN:Thankyouverymuch.
4Commentsfromourlisteningpanel ?
5Questions?

6MR.ACETA :lhaveaquestionfor
7Mr.Andriessen.

8Y ouhadmentionedproblemsthatwe
9needtopayattentiontowhat'shappeningin
10easternEuropeandtheSovietUnion,
11performanceoftheunion.Wasyourpoint
12thereaboutgrowingtariffsbecauseoftrade
13arrangementsormorei ntermsofthem
14startingtoadopttheEuropeanregul atory
15model?
16MR.ANDRIESSEN:Well,basically
17isseveralreasons. Themainthingright
18nowisprimarilyfromaveterinary
19ingpectionsystem.Obvioudy,we'vebeen
20outofthemarketforalittlebitoverten
21yearsnow,startingwithinspectionssystem

22thenbecameawhol enewindustry.



23Weseethesamethingshappening

24in(inaudible). We'reafraidthatthiswill
25extenditsel fintootherEuropeancountries
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laswellasRussia
2MR.ACETA:Andtoanextentis
3theimpending,I'mtoldsoon-to-be-compl eted
4U.S.veterinaryequival encyagreementgoing
Stotacklesomeofthoseproblems?
6MR.ANDRIESSEN:Thatparticular
7agreement,youknow,theyhaveongoing
8negotiationsforthepasttenyears. Tomy
9knowledge,devel opingbeefandporkthere
10areatotal of aboutfivetotenpl antsthat
11areapproved.Soiftotal equivalencywould
12bereachabl e thatwoul dhel p,butitstill
13requiresapproval ofthosepl antsthathave
14noexportfortenyears.Sothat,again,
15coul dbeaverylengthyprocess.

16A s ongaswecanavoidthetime
17that'sinvol vedwiththei nspectingofthese
18plants,we'llbeokay.Ifnot,that

19woul d--thenweal | experiencethesame
20thatwe'vehadforthel ast10,15years.
21MR.BLOUIN:Wéll,Ithankour

22panelforyourwordsofwisdomandyou're



23dismissed. Thankyou.Wewillbeginwith
24ourcommentsfromtheaudience.Wehaveten
25peoplewhohavesignedup.Thefirstone
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1happenstobeanamel mayhavetrouble
2pronouncing,PhilHueneke.Areyouhere?
3LarryGreen.BehindLarrywillbeMark
4Uckert.

5MR.GREEN:MynameisLarry
6Green,andthankyouforbeinghere.
7lhaveseveral questionstoask.

80nei sontheResi dential AdvisoryEconomy
9forTradePolicyandNegotiationsAct.
10seethatthere'snofarmersonthatlist.
11Why?Y oucananswerthesequestionsata
12l aterdate.

13Thesecondguestioninthe
14agreementonagriculture,part11l,committee
150nagriculture,hasthateverbeen
16appointed?

17Andthenintheannextwo,

18domesti csupport,thebasi sforexemption
19fromthereductionofcommitments.Number6
20especially,decouplingincomesupports.
21Number3isaworldtrade

22implementationreport.Explaintheseven



23waysorthesevenkeyrecommendations.What
24aretheygoingtodofortheaveragefarmer,
25theonethatproducestherawproduct?
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1Number4,theU.S.,Chinasigneda
2bilateralagricultureagreement.Asa
farmerthatrai sestherawproduct,what's
dinitforus,orisitjustmore

Sagribusiness?
6Andthennumber5igusta

7comment.| nthel asttenyears,according
8toSenatorJordanfromNorthDakota,50
9percentofthefarmershavebeendi splaced
10fromthel and. TheClintonAdministration
11isintheseventhyear. Thinkit'sabout
12timehedoessomething? mean,|listened
13tothepanel herebefore.lmean,it's
14greatgunsforthesepeople.Where'sour
15shareofthistradeVe'retheonesthat's
16takingthehit.It'sgettingold,boys.We
17havetomakealivingtoo.We'repartof
18thiscountry,andtherei sn'tnolevel
19playingfield.

20Whenl getupi nthemorning,my
21feethitthefl oor,l gotexpensestomake

22inthi scountrybeforel candobusiness.



23TheChinese,whenhisfeethitthefloorin
24themorningandhe'smakinganaveragewage
250fwhat el ght,tencentsanhour,howcanl
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1competewiththatAWhati shegoi ngtobuy
2thatl'mproducing?Domypriceshaveto
3getthatl owthatl gottocompetewithhim
dintheworldmarket?
5TheUnitedStateshasmilitary
6peoplein77countries. That'sadirecttax
7tous.Atthehei ghtoftheRomanEmpire
8theyonlyhadtroopsin72countries.|
9mean, that'sabigexpense.Wepaythat.
10Webuytires,gasoline.Wepayhiddentaxes
11alldaylongtocompetei nthisworl d.
12Thereain'tnolevel playingfiel dout
13there.

14Thankyou.
15MR.BLOUIN:MarkUckert.After
16MarkwillbeElmoRomens.
17MR.POWERS:I'mJeromePowers.
18MarkUckertcan'tbeheretodaysol 'mgoing
19totakehi stimesl othere.lgotastory
20totellyou,andl hopeyoulisten.
21lwhollyquestionwherethe

22qualityand] usticeliesintheagindustry



23today.Becauseof corporategreed, myway
240flifeandthewayoflifeforfive
25generationsbeforemel sheingtakenfrom
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1me.l,asacitizenoftheUnitedStates,
2nolongerhavetheopportunitytopursuea
3careerintheagindustryasaproducer.
4AForfivegenerationsmyfamilyhas
5Sworkedatprovidingfoodforthepeopl eof
6thel.S.tomakealiving. Thatwayoflife
7isnolongereconomicallypossible.In
8doingthis,Ifeelmycultureisbeing
9strippedfromme. Wherearemy
10constitutionarightswhichtelImel havea
11righttopursuemydreamsandmyambitions?
12Collectivefarmingdidnotworkin
13Russia.Whyshoul dtheU.S.besonaiveas
14tothinkitshoul dworkhere?l flworked
15atraisingcropsandtherei sn'tany

16i ncentivetoachieveorprosper,thenthere
17willbenodriveformetodobetter. It
18won'tmatteriflraise10bushel cornor
19100bushel .Allapersonwillwanttodois
20fillintime.
211haveafour-year-oldsonwho

22livesanddreamstractors,livestock,



23farming.Howaml supposedtoencouragehim
24inafiel dwherenof utureexistsforanyone
25whoreachesofage? donotfeelthisis
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1right,andifourgovernmentcan'thel pus,
2thenGodhavemercyonoursouls.Things
3aregoingtochangerapidly,andnottoour
4liking.

5Idonotwishtofightthe
6government,butlamaskingfortheirhel p.
7Pleasehel pus.Wecannotfightthese
8corporationsbyourselves.
9Haveyoupeopl eeverlookedina
10four-year-old'seyes?Theunconditional
11lovethat'sthereandthetrustintheir
12fatherthathe'sgoi ngtogivethemthetime
13andthewaytogrowuptobejustlikeDad.
141'vegivenmybl ood,myback ,andmysweat
15forthiscountryandformyfamily.Does
16corporateAmericahavetotakemydignity
17too?

180urbacksareagainstthewall.
19It'snolongertal kingaboutit.It'stime
20todothings,comeupwithsolutions.Let's
21fixthisproblem.!'mwillingtohel p,and

221 havetokeepal evelhead.| cannotl et



23angertakeover.Alll canaskisplease

24helpus.

25Thankyouforyourtime.
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1IMR.BLOUIN:EImo.StanZylstra,
2you'rebehindElmo.

3MR.ROMENS: Thisismyfirsttack
4atsomethinglikethis.MynameisElmo
5Romens.|wasbornonadairyfarmin
6Wisconsin,movedtol owafromWisconsin,
7operatedameatbusi nessforabout25
8years.lwentthroughinthatbusiness
9(inaudible)whichthefarmersaregoing
10throughtoday,butlwoul dliketomakea
11presentation(inaudible).

12Ifanyonetell syouthatarising
13DowJonesstockmarketindexprovesthatthe
14U.S.economyisgrowing,yourreplyoughtto
15be:" Oh,youmeanthatthecanceris
16growing.Tellme,Doctor,howisthe
17patientdoing?'
18Thecanceristhefinancial

19bubbl e. Thepatientisthereal economy
20whichincludesagriculture,industryand
2linfrastructure.ltistimetotellthe

22truth. Therel snoeconomicrecovery.



23ToquotefromSchillerInstitute
24founderandDemocraticPartyPresidential
25Precandidatel. yndonL aRouchei narecent
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1release, TheEconomicl.Q.Test:"Lookat
2thefamilyfarmswhichusedtofeedus.

3L ookatthetowns,whereformerproductive
4industrieshavel ongvanishedunderthe
5impactof Carter'sderegul atingof
6transportation,andall otherdisastrous
7structuralreforms.”
8Alloftheseandrelated

9fiscal -economicconsiderationstouch
10evidencepl ainlywithinthereachofour
11senseperceptions.Formorethan90percent
120ofourU.S.popul ation,theconditionsof
13lifeandlevel sof productivitybecome
14worse,andyet, manyofthepeopl ehaving
15thesesensepercepti onsspeakofthegrowth
160fthelU.S.economy.Suchpeoplearelikea
17shopperwhosays," | don'tworryaboutthe
18farmer.lgetmymilkfromthe
19supermarket." Theyhaveliterallyleft
20theirsensesbehind.Forthem,the
2limportantthingismoney.

22Thisisthecauseofthecrisisin



23theU.S.agriculturewnhichisunparalleled
24inthepostwarperiod,sincethe

25introductionof modernmechani zedfarming.
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1IMillionsoffamilyfarmershavebeendriven
20offtheirlandoverthel ast20to30years
3bythecrushingburdenof mountai nsof debt
4andcriminallylowprices,oftenat50
5percentormorebel owtheparityprice.

6T hisisadisasterforournationandfor
7theworld,whichissufferingfroma
8genocidalglobalfoodshortage.
9Anyonewhotal ksofso-called
10overproductionoffood,andherelinclude
11thebureaucracyoftheWTO,atatimewhen
12thereareal most900millionpeoplegoing
13hungryaroundtheworl disatbestan
14ignorantfool ,andinmanycasesaconscious
15genocidalist.

16T hekeypointlmakei sthat
17disasterisbothdeliberateandentirely
18unnecessary,buttobereversedmustbe,and
19lemphasi ze,mustbeunderstoodinthe
20contextofthecurrentterminalworld
21financiacrisis.

22Mr.LaRouche'spamphl etgoesonto



23expl a nhowtheconsciouspoliciesof
24ingtitutionssuchastheFederal Reserve,

25thel M FandtheWorldTradeOrganization
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1functiontol ootreal weal thandthe

2remai ningreal producersinourfactories
andfamilyfarmsonbehal foftheBritish
4oligarchicandwall Streetfinancia
Sinterests.

6MR.BLOUIN:Y ou're30seconds
7beyond,sotakeabout10to15towrapit

8up.

IMR.ROMENS:I'dliketojustread
10whatlgotJulySth.Thereallysmartcrowd
11operatingfrombehindthecurtainsislonger
12tryingtosavethepresentworl dfinancial
13systems. Theyputthedyingsystemona
14financialandpoliticallifesupportsystem
15justtokeepitalivel ongenoughtorepair
16it,buryitinwayswhichvari ousgroupsof
17high-levelinsdersthinkmightbetotheir
18long-termadvantage.Don'taskwhoisgoing
19toenduphol dingthemoneyafterthesystem
20crashes.|nstead,askyourselfwhois
21goingtohavethepolitical powertocreate

22moneyafterthepresentworldmonetaryand



23financial systemsevaporates.
24MR.BLOUIN:Wellhavetostop
25youthere,andfeel freetosubmityour
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lentiretestimony.We'llhaveitallonthe
2record. Thankyou.Stan.StanZyl stra.
3CarlaOlesonfollowsyou.

4AMR.ZY L STRA:Goodafternoon.I'm
5StanZylstra,afarmerfromPella,lowa,
6wherel rai sehogsandbeef cattleaswell
7ascornandsoybeans.| alsoserveas
8chairmanoftheboardofLandO'L akes,
9Incorporated,whichi sanational
10farmer-ownedcooperativebasedinMinnesota
11withextens vebusi nessactivityinlowa.
121'mpl easedtoappearbeforeyoutodayto
13testifyonthetopicofagricul turetrade
14prioritiesfortheupcomingWorldTrade
150rgani zationnegotiations.
16Atourcooperativeannual meeting
17inFebruary,themembersofLandO'L akes
18endorsedtheresol utiononinternational
19trade.I nthatresol utionwesupportthe
20negoti atingprocessasastrategytogain
21greateraccesstoexportmarketsforU.S.

22farmproducts.



23Asthefirststeptothenext

24roundof WT Oagriculturenegotiations,
25membersofthel andO'L akessupportpassage
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loffast-trackauthoritytoournegotiators.
2L andO'L akesal sosupportsadmittingChina
3totheWorldTradeOrganization.Chinais
Atheworld'smostpopul ouscountry,hasone
5ofthemostrapidlygrowingeconomies,and
6 samaj orparticipantinworldtrade.
7Chinaneedstobepartoftheprocessnowin
8orderforhertohavei nputindevel oping
9theconsi stentenforceabl e--and
10enforceabl esetoftraderul es.
11WecommendtheU.S.trade
12representative,USDA ,andthenegotiating
13teamfortheagreementreachedwithChina
14thi sspring.Whenfullyimplemented,the
15agreementwillresultingreatl yexpanded
16marketopportunitiestopork,dairy
17productsfertilizer,grainsandother
18agricultural products,butmostofthe
19benefitsoftheagreementwillnotbe
20realizeduntil Chinai sadmittedtothe
21IWTO.

22A swel ookaheadtothenextround



230fWTOnegotiations,LandO'L akesis
24committedtoparti cipatingintheprocess
25andtoreachingasuccessf ulagreementfor
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1U.S.farmersinourfoodandagriculture
2industry.Ourprimaryfocus stoopennew
3marketsforlivestock,dairyproducts,in
4additiontoi ncreasingexportsofcorn,
5soybeans,andothercrops.
60urrecommendationsareinfull
7agreementwiththeprioritiesofthe
8National PorkProducersCouncil ,National
9MilkProducersFederation,andtheU.S.
10DairyandExportCouncil ,andweareactive
11membersoftheseorgani zations.
12Specificallywesupportthefollowing
13priorities:Eliminationofexport
14subsidies,reducedinternal agricultural
15subsi diesaroundthegl obe,reducedimport
16tariffsonagricultural products,and
17eliminationof nontariffbarrierstotrade.
18Exportsubsidiescreateartificial
19rulesandfal seeconomies. Theycausegross
20instabilityinthefundamental sof
21production,economics,andareobstacl esto

22planningandoperatinganefficient



23productionsystem.

24T hebottomlineisthatnomatter
25howefficientlowafarmersare,wecan't
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1competewiththeforei gntreasuri esof
2nationsthathighlysubsidizetheir
3agricultureexports.|mporttariffsmustbe
4eliminatedordrasticallyreducedinorder
SforU.S.farmerstohavefullaccesstofree
6markets.Areductionwillhel ptolevelthe
7playingfiel dandprovideequitabl eaccess
8tovaluablemarkets.Nontarifftrade
9barriersseemtoberi singinimportance.

10T heseshoul dnotbeani ssuesincethe
11UruguayRoundA greementincludedasanitary
12andphytosanitaryagreementthatprovideda
13processforharmonizingworldstandardsand
14forbasi ngdeci sionsonsoundscience.
15Thenewagreementsmustbemore
16forcefulinensuringthatworl dstandards
17forfoodsaf etyareadopted,andthatthey
18areadheredtobyallparticipants.
19TheU.S.hasalreadyreduced

20internal agricultural subsidiesagreat
21deal.Itisnowtimeforourtradepartners

22tomatchoureffortsandtoimprovethe



23performanceandefficiencyoftheworldfood
24system.

25Insummary,themembersofLand
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10'L akesbelievethatU.S.farmersshould
2havetheopportunitytoproduceandmarket
3productsinaspiritofthefreemarketsand
4basedonequitablestandardsforall
Sparticipantsconcerned.

6l sincerelythankyouforoffering
7thisopportunitytoshareourview.Thank
8you.

9MR.BLOUIN:Thankyou.Carla

100l eson,followedbyPaul L ang.

11M S.OL ESON:I'mgoingtoaskyou
12afavor.l'vebeenheresince9:30.
13missedthel ntroducti onofthepanel ,so
14beforel tellyouwholam,andl knowother
15peopl emustbei nthissituation,woul dyou
16j usttakeaminuteandtel luswhoyouare.
17SECRETARY JUDGE:WElldothis
18very,veryquick.

19I'mSecretaryof Agriculturefrom

20l owa,PattyJudge.
21IMR.GRAU:I'mTomGrau,Deputy

22Under-SecretaryfortheUSDA.



23MS.STATTLEMAN:I'mMaryJane
24StattlemanwiththeK ansasA g, Secretaryof

25A0.
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IMR.NEFF:I'mSteveNeff.I'm
2withtheU.S.traderepresentatives.
3MR.SAUNDERS:I'mJohnSaunders,
4theDirectorof AgricultureforMissouri.
S5MR.ACETA:AndlI'mPaul Aceta
6fromtheDepartmentoftheState.
7MS.OLESON:Thankyouverymuch.
8Mynamei sClaraOleson.|'manational
9boardmemberoftheAllianceforDemocracy,
10whichistothel eftof LyndonL aRouche,a
11membershiporganizationwithchaptersin23
12states,andweareworkingtoensurethe
13restorationofeconomi candpolitical
14democracy.Andlfirstofalwanttothank
15youformeetinginoneofl owa'smost
16importantpublicplaces,ourState
17Historical Soci etybecausethisisreallya
18tributetoourfeelingthatwehaveto
19preserveandgroundourhistorytomaintain
20thevaluesofourheritage.

21 Thatheritageofindependent

22]landowners,hardworkingmenandwomen,



23thoughthewomenseemtobemostabsent

24today ,creatingopportunitiesfortheir

25childreni snowinshambl esthroughoutthis
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1region.Andsol wantyoutol ookbeyond
2thewavingcornstal ksof greentoseethat
3lowai snow42ndinthenationinwages.A
Atelemarketingfirm,APAC,isthethird
5largestprivateempl oyerinthestate,anda
6grocerystaffedbyteenagers,Hy-Vee,isthe
7largestprimeemployer.
8ThomasJeffersonideal sare
9ill-servedbynearlyhafoflowafarmers
10whoaretenantowners.Weareexpl oitedby
111BPwhotakes$smillioninpublic

12assi stanceto--underthel owal ndustrial
13NewdJobsTrainingProgramundervarioustax
14abatementpolicies,andyetdoesnot
15considerthisasubsidy,andwhoal so
16toleratesdoubletheworkerinjuryratein
17anindustrywhichisalreadythemost
18dangerousinAmerica.l BP,bytheway,in
19thisregion,Kansas,| owa,etcetera,isthe
20creatorforimmigrationpolicy,notthe
21state.

220urprobleminthisregion,among



23others,isprice: Thepriceofcornand
24soybeanswegrow,thepriceofourlabor,
25priceofthehogswerai se.Andwewantto
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1stopthecorporatefeedingfrenzyofour
2labor,ourland,andourfuture.Weare
3Bwastedbytheexternalitiesoffactory
4farming.It'shogshit.It's12-hour
5Sworkdays.It'scampaignfinancinginthe
6political process.It'sowwages.Weare
7ravagedbythecontinueddemandsfor
8corporatewel fareandpublicassistance.

9T heOsterberg(phonetic)studyin

10l owashowedthatwegive$lbillionperyear
11inpublicassi stancetocorporations nthe
12stateal one,eitherthroughpropertytax
13abatement,taxincentives,loansand
14grants.ADMmilksethanol ,Cargillwithno
15shame,andnoteveni nattendance,askthem
16aboutEddyville.
17Romanticizedbythemedia,unknown
18bythevastmajorityof Americans,lowansin
19theMidweststruggle.Wall Street,notMain
20Street,isbooming,andourpursuitof
21happinessi sfearful anddoubtful of

22success,especiallyforourchildren.



23Capitalistsaregoodatraising

24capital .Iftheyareattunedtoglobal

25excesscapacity, theirprofitsmightbemore
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lredlisticallysecure.lhavenoillusion
2thatcapitalistsareinanygreatshape
3thesedays. Theydonotmakedemocracy.

41 ookatSingapore. Theydonotengender
5economicjusticeorequality.L ookatBill
6GatesorMr.Greenspan'scronyrel ationship
7withhedgefundoperators. Theydonot
8weaveasocialfabricofresponsible
Ostewardshi pandtrust.L ookatthefear,
10thefearweheardtodaytoj ustlabel about
11GMOs.Thefearoftheconsumer.
12Andsoletme,asl seeMr.Blouin
13runningtothemike,letmeendbythis,
14thatgotoSeattl e,enjoytheespresso,but
15behauntedbythevoicesofthethree-minute
16speakerstoday;thereal creatorsofweal th
17onthisearth,farmersandworkers,anddo
18notsl eepatnightwithoutthei rdesiresfor
19fairnessandequityweavingintoyourhearts
20andyoursoul s.Weexpectyou,therules
21negotiators,todonoless.Andifyouwant

22theacademicandtheschol arlysupportof



23that,asfrommyl awdegreel knowyouwill,
24here'sthebox.Readit. I tisnotjust
25fortherecord.Itisforyoureducation
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laboutwhatisreallyhappeninghere.
2MR.BLOUIN:PaulLang.Paul
3Lang?GaryLamb.FollowingGarywillbe
4RepresentativeChicoine.lsPaulLang
Shere?

6MR.LAMB:Letmefirstcommend
7andthanklowaSecretaryPattyJudgeforher
8involvementinhel ping,lguess,setthis
9processup.Ifullyunderstandher,beinga
10farmer,herunderstandingandherconcern
11aboutthepotentialtrainwreckinlowa
12agriculture.Sothankyou,Patty,andl
13hope, Tom,youtakebacktotheSecretaryof
14Washingtonoursincerethankyouinl owato
15himforhel psettingthesemeetingsup,as
16wellasourcounterpartsfromtheveryheart
17oftheHeartlandfromMissouriandK ansas.
18Wethankyouallfortakingtimeoutofyour
19schedul estobehere.
20Good,bad,orindifferent,likeit
21ornot,thetimesdi ctatewearel ockedina

22globaeconomy.Andifyou'llrecognizeand



23admitthat,thenyoumustunderstandthatin

24thegl obal economy,exportsandtradecanbe
25andmustbeavital partofagriculture's
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1future.Butyetasl saythat,ifone
2personinthisroom,inthisauditorium,
3believesthatexports,andexportsalone,
4willstoporstabilizethepotentiatrain
Swreckthat'sheadingforus,thenwe'reall
6livinginafantasyworld.|tcanbepart
7ofit,noquestionaboutit.
8Ear|Busbackintheearly'70s,

9f ormer Secretaryof Agriculture,toldusthe
10worldisourmarket.Wetriedit.|t
11didn'twork.Wetriedtogambleinthe

12| atter'70sandearly'80s,andwe
13experiencedthemostseriousfarmcrisis
14sincetheGreatDepression,andnowonce
15agai nwithintheframeworkarethef| awsof
16weaknessesoftheFreedomtoFarm.Weput
17ourhopeandourfutureagai nonexportsand
18exportsal one.Andonceagain,we'reseeing
19thatthatkindofthinkinghastobe
20fundamental lyflawed.
21Sowhat!'msayingiswehaveto

22havead ong-termvisionarydomesticpublic



23policyinthiscountrytocomplimenttrade
24andexportopportunities.Ifwedon't,we
25aregoingtol oseahugepartofour
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leconomic,socia ,andcommunityrural
2infrastructure.Notonlyinlowa,Patty,
3butinthiscountryaswell.
4There'saneconomistfrom
5Cadliforniabythenameof StevenBlank.
6He'swrittenabookcalledTheEndof
TAgriculture,anAmericanPortfolio.Haven't
8readthebook, butlvisitedwithhim.He
9believesthetrendsintechnol ogy,
10communi cation,transportati on,processing,
11dictatethatwearegivinguponthe
12Americanfarmer,andthatatonepointin
13timeinthenearfuture,wewillbecomea
14ma orfoodimportingnationratherthana
15foodexportingnation.Hebelievesthe
16trendsaretellinghimthatabi gshareof
17ourfoodwillbeproducedonthirdworld
18plantati onsbecausei nagl obal economy,
19thatgl obal economydi ctatesthatthel ow
20costproducerswherel andi sthecheapest
21andthat'swherel aboristhecheapest.

22\Neareal readyestimatingthat



23aboutathirdof ourl andandathirdofour
24dairyproductsweconsumel snowimported.
2550percentofthehamburgerBurgerKinguses
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lintheirrestaurant,fastfoodrestaurants,
2comesfromAustralia. Sowearea ready
3importingabigshareofourfood.
4Now,I'mnotadvocatingbuildinga
5wallaroundourcountry.lunderstand
6trade.lunderstandifwe'regoingto
7exporttoanation,wehavetoimport
8somethingfromthem,butl al sounderstand,
9lhope,thatifthere'swatercominginthe
10backdoorfasterthanyoucansweepitout
11thefrontdoor,l'msorry,you'regoingto
12drown,andl haveafeelingthat'swhere
13we'reheadednow.
14MadamSecretary,theothernightl
15viewedthemovie' Grapesof Wrath"basedon
16thenovel byauthorJohnSteinbeck;took
17placeinthedustbowl of theGreat
18Depressi oninOklahoma,andl woul dhope
19thateverybodyinthisauditorium,ifyou
20haven'tseenitorhaven'tseenitinalong
21time,youwoul dviewitagainandremind

22yourselfofwhatignoranceandpowerand



23greedandthel ackof powerandvision,
24planning,andmaybewhatman’s nhumanityto
25hisfellowmancanreal lybelike,andthen
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laskyoursdlfifnowafterover60yearsof
2farmprogramsthatweredesignedtoaddress
3theinherentweaknessesandvulnerabilities
4ofagriculture,thatweredesignedto
Saddresstheterribleinequitiesthatwesaw
6waybackinthedepressionera,ifnowonce
7againwehaven'treturnedtothedaysand
8theatmospherethatspawnedthenoveland
9themovieGrapesof Wrath.

10l fullyunderstandthetimesare
11different,thetechnol ogyisdifferent,the
12peopl earedifferent,someofthereasons
13aredifferent,butthesameendresult.
14Thousandsofgood,decentpeopl earebeing
15tornfromthel and,notbecausetheyfailed,
16butbecausetheydotoogoodofajob. They
17haveprovidedthisnationandtheA merican
18peopl ewiththewidestvarietyofthesafest
19f oodattheaveragel owestcostofany
20devel opednationintheworld.
21Nowwehaverespondedtothe

22FreedomtoFarmA ct,theweatherhas



23cooperated,weproducedhugesurpluses,and
24there'snoplaceforustogowithit.And
25theprice,|I'mafraid,M adamSecretary the
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1pricesthisfall,we'renotgoingtoknow
2wherethebottomis. There'snowayof
3judgingwherethebottomisgoingtobe.
4We'regoi ngtoseeareal bl oodbathout
Shere.

6L etmesimplyclosebyleavingyou
7allwiththi sonethought: Fornearly40
8years,NorrisElbertwasaneditorofa
9smalll ocal newspaperinnorthcentral
10Nebraska.Fornearl y40year shespokeof
11valuesandvirtuesthatweredeeplyembedded
12inruralcommunities,andheoftenspokeof
13theval uesnotonlythatwereoutthere, but
14ofthi sspecial bond, thisspecial

15rel ationshi pbetweenthel andandthepeople
16wholiveonit;thoseof uswhoworkthe
17groundandtillthesoil Andinhidast
18publication,andhidasteditorialandhis
19l astparagraphhecl oseditwiththese
20words:" I havewatchedthebutterfly
21struggleagai nstthewindsofthegal e,and

22itsperformancegivesmehope,forifan



23insectcanovercomenature'smonumental
24struggl e thansurely,surelyhumansare
25capableofrecogni zingandresol vingtheir
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lownman-mademistakes."
2lwouldguess,|adiesand
3gentlemen,thatonlytime,goodwel |-thought
4outpublicpolicy,andgood,decentpeople
5likeyourselveswilleveraccomplishNorris
6Elbert'sprophecy.Wearebeyondatimeto
7choose;it'stimetoact. Thechoiceisin
8yourhands.Alllurgeyoutodoi schoose
9wisaly.Andonethinglamcertai nof,at
10somepointintime,yearsordecades,noone
11onthispanel ,ornoonei nthisauditorium,
12caneverattempttomaketheargumentyou
13wereneverwarnedoftheimpedingcrisis
14thatwascomingtoagricultureinrural
15America
16Thankyou,MadamSecretary,for
17yourtime.
18MR.BLOUIN:FollowingRolandwill
19beHelen.
20REPRESENTATIVEROLANDCHICOINE:
21Thankyou.M embersofthecommittee, my

22nameisStateRepresentativeRolandChicoine



23fromElkPoint,SouthDakota,andl'm--my
24sonthathastakenoverthefarmnowisthe
25fifthgenerationoffarming,andsol 've
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1beenaroundal ongtime. Andwhatl've--
2we'veseenal otoffarmcrisis.
3lremembermydadwaybackinthe

4| ate'30sandearly'40s,wehadasevere
Sfarmcrisi satthattime.Anditseemdike
6wegetaf armcrisi scomingatug ustabout
7every10,15yearswehaveafarmcrisis.|
8rememberin1985whenwehadafarmcrisis
9ofhighinterestrates.Ourtotal bodyof

10l egid atorsfromSouthDakotaf|l ewoutto
11Washingtontosol vetheproblem,andl think
12wedidsomegoodoutthereatthattime.
13Anyway interestratescamedownrightafter
14wewereoutthere.So--
15Andwereinafarmerisisright

16nowthatl don'tthinkwe'reevergoingto
17seetheendofitbecauseit'ssosevere.
18Andwhatishappening--well forinstance,
19wegotal otof FFA peopl e, highschool kids
20aroundhereandoutinthehal|. Howmany
21ofyoupeopleknowwhatFFA standsfor?

22FutureFarmersof America,andifwehave



23thisfarmcrisisthewaywehaveitnow,
24they'renotgoingtobeanyfuturefarmers

250f A mericadowntheroad.Andsowegotto
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1protectthewhol eprogram.Andanybodyand
2everybodywholikestoeat,andwealldo,
3youknow,wegottohavethemthreemeal sa
4dayitseemdike,andsoeverybodywho
5likestoeatshoul dbei nterestedinagood
6farmprogram,because fwedon'thavea
7goodfarmprogram,we'regoingtobetol doy
8thecorporateA mericawhattoeatandwhat
9we'regoi ngtohavetopayforourfood.
10Andwedon'twantthattoeverhappen.We
11woul dliketokeeptheagricultureinthe
12handsof peopl eandbecauseofrightnowwe
13havecheapfood,andeverybodycanbuyit
14andplentyofit. Andifweputeverything
15inthehandsof corporateA merica,that
16won'tbethecaseanymore.

17Andsoit's mportantthatwe--
18wetakeagoodhardl ookandcan--wecan
19earnandl earnbyourpastexperienceof
20whathappened.Andl'msureifweal lwork
21andpulltogether,wecanmakesurethatwe

22haveagoodfarmprogramandthe--welll



23havefarmersaroundforal ongtimeand--
24becausaweliketoeat. Thewholeworld
25likestoeat. Andsothat'swhatwegotto
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1do.

2Thankyou.
3MR.BLOUIN:Thankyou.Helen

4Wall.

S5MSWALL:Thankyouforlistening
6toustoday.lamanostrichfarmer.l
7liveinnorthCentral lowa.lamamember
8oftheOstrichCo-opoflowa,a

9cl osed-marketco-opincorporatedherein
10l owa.Ourostrichenterprisewasoneway
11thatmyhusbandandi chosetodiversifyour
12grainfarmtoimproveitsprofitability.|
13a soamcurrentlypresidentofthel owa
140strichAssociation.

15Worldtradei sveryimportantto
16theostrichindustryintheUnitedStates.
17AccordingtotheAmericanOstrich

18A ssociationfiguresin1998,about85
19percentof ourmeatandhi deproductionwas
20exported. Thiswassenttodestinationsin
21Europe,CentralandSouthAmerica,andthe

22PacificRimandSouthAfricaThesesales



23arecriticaltothecurrentlydepressed
240strichindustryintheUnitedStates.
25Recentlyothercountrieshave
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1beguntoimportostrichbreedingstock.
2l'vespokenwithanagentwhowasassembling
3ashipmentforK orea,andinthediscussion
4llearnedthatmanyofthepai rsandtrios
5bei ngsenthavegonefromtheChicagoarea.
6l'msuretheyal soaregoi ngfromthewest
7coast.

8Exportingbreedersshouldbea
9positiveinfluencefortheostrichindustry,
10atl eastintheshortterm.Asthese
11breedersbecomeproductive nother
12countries,though,weaskthatthe\World
13TradeOrgani zationmonitorhowthat
14productionmayaffectUnitedStates
15markets.Andlencourageyoutodoal lthat
16youcantonegoti ateopenmarketsandfair
17tradingpracticesforthatinthefuture.
181n1996SouthAfricafl oodedthe
19UnitedStatesmarketwithmeatandhides.
20Itsentourpricesintoadownwardspiral
21fromwhichwevenotyetrecovered.Asan

22example,agreenhide,thisi sthefreshoff



23thebird,in1996wasval uedatabout$250
24each.Duringpartof 1997therewasno
25demandandnosal esforhidesintheUnited
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1States. Soproducerscouldnotselltheir
2hides.

3Todaypriceshaveclimbedback
4intoarangeof between40and$75forgood
5qualitygreenhide.Wewouldnotliketo
6experiencesuchanegativemarketagain.
7Domesticallygrownostrichare
8producedwithoutdrugsorhormone
9additives.Theostrichisagrazing
10animal.It'srai sedinafree-range
11environment.Onourfarmlastyearwe
12producedani mal sthatwoul dyiel dabout2100
13poundsofbonel essredmeatononly2anda
14halfacres.

15Ithinktheindustryiswell
16positionedfortheworldmarket,andl
17encouragetheWorldTradeOrgani zationto
18consi dertheostrichindustryinits
19negotiations.

20T hankyouforlistening.
21MR.BLOUIN:Thankyou.I'dlike

22toinviteourfourthpanelists--orour



23pandlistsforthefourthpaneltoplease
24comeforward.Withoutriskingmassexit,
25maybel coul daskyoufolkstojuststretch
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lyourlegsfor30secondsbeforewegointo
2it.DavidReiff,ReiffGrainandFeed
3Company;Dr.RameshK anwarfromlowaState
4University;BlakeHurst,MissouriFarm
5BureauFederation;andTonyClayton,from
6theClaytonAgri-MarketingCorporation.
7MR.REIFF:MynameisDavid
8Reiff.I'mpresidentof ReiffGrainand
9FeedfromFairfiel dthat'saservicecountry
10el evatorinthesoutheastpartofthe
11state. Again,mycommentsareonbehal fof
12theAgribusinessA ssoci ationofl owa.
13There'smyself,andatl eastathousand
14othercommercia agbusinessfirms.We're
15largel ythefeedgrainfertilizerpeople
16thatdirectlysupportproduction
17agriculture.
18Theupcomingworldtradetalks
19roundcertai nlyhasgreatimportancetomy
20busi nessandagriculture,ingeneral .\We
21believewemustusethi sforumtoaddress

22thefollowingfourpoints:



23Thesanitaryandphytosanitary

24 ssueof --hasbeenaroadbl ockwith
25severalcountries. ThecurrentWTO
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1provisionsclearlydefinethosemeasures
2whichanationmaytaketoprotecthuman,
3animal ,orplantheal thasl ongasthose
4measuresarebasedonsoundscience.We
5urgetheadministrationtoresi stany
Gattempttoweakencurrentsanitaryand
7phytosanitaryprovisionsbynonscientific
8healthorsafetyclaimstoberai sed.

9Wesdl sobelieveinscience-based
10andtransparentapproval processforallthe
11newtechnol ogies.Somenationsare
12utilizingregulatoryapproval processto
13impedetheintroducti onof newbiotech
14events.Theneedforuniformscience-based
15andtransparentregul atoryreviewprocess
16shoul dbeaddressedinthenextWTOround.
17Consumerrejectionofnewtechnol ogies,in
18ourview,isanorma marketpl acerisk,but
19theinabilitytobringanewproducttothe
20consumermarketsforsuchadecisionisa
21tradebarrier.

22We'dal soliketoseeareduction



23inthetrade-distortingdomesti csupports.
24Underthe’96FarmBill ,theUnitedStates
25ismovingtoadecouplingofdomesticfarm
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1supports.Unfortunately,otherstatesand
2othercountriesarenot.Webelieve
3providingincomeandtechnical supportto
4producerswillalwaysbeapartofthe
5domesticpolicyof manynations.Weshould
6encouragesuchsupporttobestructuredina
7waythatiti sdecoupledfrom
8trade-distortingpoliciesthatdonotal | ow
Otheworl dpricediscoverysystemto
10function.
11Finaly,it'sthequick,effective
12disputesettlement. ThecurrentWTO
13provisionsregardingdisputesettlements
14remindoneof securingaciviljudgment
15agai nstadebtor;enforcementisthekey.
16T hecurrentlanguageallowsforadjudication
17byadisputesettlementpanel ,butlittle
18effectiveenforcementmeansexcepttofile
19complaintaftercomplaint. Therulesshould
20befairandequitabl e,clearandbinding,
2landcertainlyenforceabl el natimelyand

22predictablemanner.Weurgethe



23administrationtomakequickandeffective

24di sputesettlementinthenextroundofthe
25worldtradetalks.

SWEENEY COURTREPORTING(515)244-6373

320l nsuranceExchangeBldg.,DesMoines,| owa50309



0090

1Weadditional lywanttotakethis
2opportunitytoencouragetheadministration
3toconcentrateontwoadditi onal areasof
dinternationaltrade: Firstis,| mentioned
5beforethereformingoftheEuropeanUnion's
6CommonA gricultural Policewhichaccounts
7for$60billionintrade-distorting
8subsidies,andmaybe85percentofthe
9world'sexportsubsidies.Andsecondly,as
10hasbeensai dal so,theadmissionof China
11totheWTO.
12Finally,weechothemanyvoices
13todaypetitioningtheadmini strationto
14stronglysupportrenewal ofthePresident's
15fast-tracktradenegotiatingauthority.We
16inagriculturebelievetheadministration
17hasbeenmotivatedperhapsmorebyinternal
18poaliticsthantherealityof necessityof
19renewingthisfast-trackauthority. The
20admini strationcangoal ongwayto
21dispellingthatbelief,giveagriculturea

22bigshotinthearmbysupportingthe



23fast-trackprovisionsembodiedinthe
24comprehensivetradebillnowbe ngdrafted
25bytheSenateFi nanceCommittee.
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1ANnd,SecretaryGlickman,muchhas
2beensai dtodayabouttheU.S.
3overproductionundertheFreedomtoFarm
4Act;however,themechani smalivetodayof
5allowingpricestoseekworldmarket

6¢l eari nglevel shasperhapsstoppedthe
7clearingoflandinthesouthernhemisphere
8forthefirsttimeinabout12years.This
9shoul dfinallycurbthebiggestexpansionon
10thegl obewhichwasourfastestgrowing
11competitioninagriculture.
120ursincerethankstothe
13listeningpanel fortheopportunityto
14commentthi safternoon.
15DR.KANWAR:I'mRameshKanwar.
16l'manassi stantdirectoroflowa
17AgricultureandHomeEconomi csExperiment
18Station,andal soprofessorof Agricultural
19andBiosystemsEngineeringatl owaState
20University.

21Firstofall,l'dliketothank

22PattyJudgeandothermembersofthe



23listeningpanel forprovidingusan
240pportunitytosharesomeoftheongoing
25programsatl owaStateUniversity.Wecan
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1surerel atetoagriculturetradei ssues.

2lwoul dbeginwithacoupl eof
3statements,andthenlwill sharewithyou
4someoftheongoingprogramswhichmight
Seventual lyaddresssomeofthetradel ssues
6rel atedtogl obal-levelissues.

TFirstofall ,theworldcommunity

8hasabi ggerchallengetodaytofeedthe
9growingpopulation,(inaudible)andtomeet
10thegl obal standardsonheal thenvironment
11andnatural resources.Designingnewcrops
12andcroppingsystemsofthefuturewill
13requiregeneticimprovements,sustainable
14productiontechnol ogytorai setheyield,
15improvethequalityofgrainsandpl ants,
16addval uetoagricultural products,and
17minimizethedegradati onofnatural
18resources.M eetinglong-termfutureneeds
190offoodforthegrowingpopul ationcanonly
20beachi evedbysustai nableagricultura
2lintensification.Wehavethefinestlandon

22theplanet,andl believe(inaudible)double



23thepopul ationinthenext50years,wehave
24gottogetmorefooduponthesamelimited
25landwhichisavailableonthisplanet.
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1Thiswillrequiretheintegration
20ofseveratechnol ogi esthatareefficient
3andenvironmentallyresponsible.Past
4agricultura practi ceshavesoughtto
5increasef oodproducti on,sometimesatthe
6expenseof sustai nability ,andwehave
7seenmanyoftheexampl esaroundthegl obe,
8likemismanagementoftheirrigation
9systems,environmental contamination,soil
10erosion,monocroppi ngsystems,andl ackof
11geneticdiversity.
12UndertheUruguayRound,specia
13concentratedeffortswillbeneededtomake
14overseasmarketscompetitiveforU.S.
15producers.L ow-costproducersandwith
16excesscapacityarelikel ytobenefit
17throughincreasingexports.V a ueadded
18throughincreasedqualityof plants,grains,
190ils,andotherby-productswill attract
20special customersofU.S.products.
21Devel opmentofeducationandtraining

22programstoamuchhigherlevel of



23excellencewoul dbeneededtosupportthe
24emergingneedsofU.S.andoverseasindustry
25toproducehigh-qualitycropsandpreserve
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1global naturalresources.|meansoil ,air
2andwater,initsnatural state.
3lwouldliketoaddresstwo

4issues.| mightsayacoupl eofissues
5throughmypresentation.Oneisthefood
6saf ety ,andthei ssueofwaterquality.
7Thoseofuswhotravel oversess,

8wecanwel lappreciatethequalityofthe
9waterwehavei nthiscountry.\Water
10contami natedwithpesti cidesandmanureand
11othercontaminantsmightbeusedf orwashing
12orcleaningorprocessi ngfreshfruits,
13vegetables,andmeatproducts.Andit'sa
14goodlikelihoodthatsomeofthatwater
15whi chisusedinothercountriesmight
16contami natesomeofthef oodproducts.Poor
17sanitaryconditionsinfood,vegetableand
18meatprocess ngandpackingplantscan
19furtherprovideopportunitiesfor
20contaminationiffloorsandmachinesare
21cleanedwithcontaminatedwaterinother

22countries.



23Secondpointlwanttomakeis

24sustai nabl eintensificationof agricul tural
25productionsystems. T heuseof
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linput-intensivefarmingsystemsin
2high-productiveareasoftheworld,suchas
3lowa,havel edtodegradati onof soiland
Awaterresourcesfarexceedingthecarrying
5capacityoflandresultinginsometimes
6unsustai nabl efarmingpracti ces.Someof
Ttheseunsustai nabl epracti cesarecausing
8thepollutionof someofthemajor

9internati onal waterbodies,andrecent
10examplesl cancitetoyouarethepol lution
11oftheBlackandAral Seawhichareal most
12polluteduptoa evel that(inaudible)for
13anykindofhabitablelife.

141 etmesharewithyouinthenext

15coupl eof minutessomeoftheinitiativeswe
16arehavingwhichareongoingatl owaState
17UniversityintheCollegeof Agricultureand
18HomeEconomicsExperimentStationl nitiative
19toaddressthesegl obaltradei ssues.
20Wehavedevel opedoneplanwe
21call--1thinkUSDA hassomerequirements

22(inaudibl e)inthecountry ,andtheoneplan



23draftisready ,andwehavesetfive

24differentgoal s.Goalnumberoneisto

25devel opanagriculturesystemthatishighly
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1competitiveinaglobaleconomy.Thegoals
2wouldhavel6programswhichwillinclude
3programsonfarming,plantsciences,
4germplasm,animal productionsystems,
5qualityandsafetyoffoods,agricultural
6riskmanagement,internationaleconomic
7competitiveness.
8Secondgoalistohaveasafeand
9securefoodandfibersystem,andthiswill
10addresssomeofthei ssuesof reductionof
11physical ,chemical ,andbiol ogicalhazards
12tofoods.Andlwoul dliketomentionthat
13lowaStateUniversityhastakenthel eadin
14devel opingaf oodsaf ety consortiumwithl3
15otherl andinstitutionstoaddresssomeof
16theseprograms,andal sotodevel opjoint
17research,education,trainingandoutreach
18programstoaddressfoodsaf etyissues,
19includingissuesrel atedtodomesticand
20globaltrade.
21Thirdistohaveaheathyand

22well-nourishedpopul ation. Thiswillhave



23programsonimprovinghumanfoodsand
24fiber-relatedproductsforsocialand

25economi cadvancement.
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1Andfourthgoalisanagricultural
2systemwhichprotectsnatural resourcesand
3theenvironment.Andthiscomponentwil
4haveprogramsonsustai nabilityofintensive
5agricultural systems,waterquality
6management, protectionof soilresources,
7pestandanimalwastemanagement,global
8climaticchange.
9MR.BLOUIN:Takeabout10seconds
10andwinditup.
11DR.KANWAR:Andfinalywehavea
12programwhi chisrightnowgoi ngonwiththe
13hel poftheStateof owa,PlantSciences
14Program.Thisinitiativewillbeaprogram
15whichwillleadushopeful lytobetter
16crops,newhigh-technicalindustry,and
17hopefullyhigh-technicaljobsinlowa.
18P ansaretoraise$700milliontohavethis
19signedinitiativeatl owaStateUniversity
20overthenexttenyearstomakel owaState
21Universityaworldleaderincropresearch.

22Again,thankyou.



23MR.BLOUIN:Blake.

24AMR.HURST: Thankyou.Thankyou,
25membersofthepanel forspendingtheday
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lhere.ltreaffirmswhat!'vea waysthought
2tobeapublicservant: Themostimportant
3attributei sthecast-ironbladder.
AMynameisBlakeHurst,andl'm
5speakingonbehal foftheMissouri Farm
6Bureau,butal soasafamilyfarmerin
7northwestM i ssouriwheremytwobrothersand
8lrai secornandsoybeans,andmywife,
9Julie,andlhaveacommercial greenhouse
10busi nesswherewesdl |beddingplantsin
11fourdifferentstates,andl alsoraisea

12l otof summerplants,mumsandasters.At
13l eastthereweresomethismorning,andl
14assumethekidshavewateredthemtoday,so
15westillare.

16l thoughtyoumentionedthecrowd
17kindofleaving.Ithoughtthismight
18happen,sobeforel cameupheretospeak, |
19didmakesurel hadmycarkeys.Mywife
20stillisherewithme,andl appreciate
21that.

22Missouri FarmBureaurepresents



23over9,000memberfamilies.Membersproduce
24almosteverycommaodityyoucanimagine,and
25thensome.Missouri dependsonaccessto
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1customersaroundthewor| df orthesal eof
2roughly30percentofthosecommodities.
30urorgani zationrecentlyhada
4seriesoflisteningpostsaroundthestates,
5sixdifferentmeetingswithaboutathousand
6familyfarmersi nattendance,andprovided
7anopportunitytolearnfirsthandwhat's
8happeningtoourmembership.And,of
9course,thepicturei sprettygrim.

10I nterestinglyenough,wedidnot

11hearal otof call sforabandoningthel996
12FarmBill.Of course,agreatdeal of
13support,asSecretaryGlickmanmentioned
14earlier,someshort-termhelp.Mostfarmers
15andranchersunderstandhowimportant
16foreignmarketsaretoourfuture. A
17presidential candidatespental otoftime
18inlowaherethreeyearsago,ta kedabout
19howbadtradewasforfarmers,andhewanted
20tol eadagroupof peasantswithpitchforks
21toWashington,D.C.,butl'mafraidthose

22pitchforkshavebeenrepl acedbyhighl oader



23scoopl oadersthatweremadei nJapanthat
24werepaidforbydollarsearnedinsealling
25soybeansintheEuropeanUnion.Weareina
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1worldmarket.Wemightaswell acceptthat
2fact.

3Soweneedtodosomethings. The
4WorldTradeOrgani zationneedstodosome
5things.Ourobjectivesforthenextround
6woul dinclude:Wemustaddresshigh

Ttariffs trade-distortingsubsidies,and
8othertradepracti cesinthenewroundof
9negoti ationsonagriculture.Wesupport
10expeditingactionrel ativetoagriculture
11duringthenextroundofnegotiations.We
12mustbei nnegoti ationsearlyandconclude
13themquickly.
14Second,wemustsupportasingle
15undertakingforthenextround,andall
16negoti ationsconcludesimultaneoudly.
17Formatwoul dpreventothercountriesfrom
18leavingthedifficultagricultura
19negotiationsuntilthebitterend.We
20believeashorttimeframeforthenext
21round,coupledwithasi ngleundertaking

22approachwillpreventlong,drawn-out



23negotiationsthathavebecometoo
24complicatedtoconcludeexpeditioudly.
25Third,wemustcallforthe
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1eliminationofexportsubsidiesbyalWTO
2membercountries.Ourproducerscannot
3competeagal nstthemountai nof spendingby
4ourprimarycompetitorsliketheEuropean
SUnion.

6Fourth,webelievethatnew

7negoti ationsmusti ncluderecommitmentto
8buyingagreementstoresol vesanitaryand
9phytosanitaryissuesbasedonscientific
10principlesinaccordancewiththeWTO
11agreementonsanitaryandphytosanitary
12measures. TheprovisionsoftheUruguay
13Roundaresoundanddonotneedtobe
14reopened.

15Fifth,thenextroundshould
16resultintariffequalizationandincreased
17marketaccessbyrequiringU.S.trading
18partnerstoeliminatetariffbarrierswithin
19specifiedtimeframes.Ourproducerscompete
200penlyintheirowndomesticmarketwith
21foreigncompetitors,butareshutoutof

22exportmarketsduetoprohibitivelyhigh



23tariffs.Weneedtocorrectthisimbalance
24forourfarmers.
25Sixth,wemustimposedisciplines
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lonstatetradingenterprisesthatdistort
2theflowoftradeinworldmarkets.Every
3effortshoul dbemadetocraftanagreement
Athatshedslightonthepricingpracti cesof
Sthesestatetradi ngenterprisesandends
6theirdiscriminatorypractices.We'vel ost
7toomanysal estothirdworldcountriesdue
8tononcompetitive,nontransparentoperations
9of statetradingenterprises.
10Seven,wemustensuremarket
11accessforbiotechnol ogyproductsproduced
12fromgeneticallymodifiedorganisms.And,
13agai n,goingwiththis,wemustendtheuse
14ofallnontariffbarrierstotrade.
15Finally,ournegotiatorsmustmake
16changestotradingpricesthatwould
17facilitateandshortendi sputeresol utions
18forproceduresandprocesses. Theprocess
19foraW T Odi sputesettlementcasetypically
20runsthreeyears,iftheWTOrulingis
21implemented.WehaveseenbothinEUbanana

22andEUbeef casesthatcompliancei snot



23awaysassured,evenifsanctionswere
24placed.Ourtradingpartnerscannotbe
25allowedtounilaterallyweakenthevery
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1principlesthatwenegotiatedintheUruguay
2RoundA greement.
3FarmBureausupports
4liberalizationinglobal agricultural
Smarketsthatwillresultintruereformof
6thecurrenttradingregimeandbringabout
Tfairtradeforourproducers.

8Thanks.
9MR.BLOUIN:Thankyouverymuch.
10Questionsfromourlisteningpanel .Going
11once.Goingtwice.Sold. Thankyou.
12SteveStrenge.FollowingSteve
13willbeRichJensen.
14AMR.STRENGE:Okay.Thankyou,
15panel.I'lltryandmakethisreal brief.
161'msureeverybodyisgettinganxioustoget
17outofhere.
18I'mwearingtwohatstoday.I'm
19theinternational salesmanagerfora
20companythatmanufacturesmeatprocessing
21equipmentquitesuccessfully.Oneofour

22foundershappenstobei nthisbuilding,as



23amatteroffact.About65percentofour

24businessi sexporting;about100per centof
250urbusi nessi sdependentuponthe
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1producer'sabilitytora semest.
2Theotherhatthat!'mwearing
3todayisthechair--1'mthechairperson

4f orthel owaDepartmentofthel owaDistrict
5ExportCouncil whichispartofthe
6Departmentof Commerce,U.S.Departmentof
7Commerce.We'vebeentaskedbythe
8Departmenttostimul ateexportsforthe
9Stateofl owa. Assuch,theCouncilis
10keenlyawareofthevitalimportancea
11strongagriculturebasesforthewell-being
120fthisstateandcountry.

13Thebusi nessof many,ifnotmost,
14ofthemembersofthel owaDistrictExport
15Councilisag-related. Togetherwegenerate
16millionsofdollarsinexportincome.We
17activelyeducateandencourageandmentor
18otherl owafirmstoincreaseexports.
19Thousandsofjobsaredependentuponl owa's
20abilitytocompetitivel yexportourproducts
21andservices.

22TheDistrictExportCouncilurges



23youtol eaveas dethepoliticalrhetoric
24anddemandintellectualhonestyfromallthe
250thernegotiators.Fartoomanytariffand
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lespecialynontariffbarrierstotrade
2continuetodi stortrational policiesand
adverselyaffectmillionsof peoplearound
4theworld.

5We'renotgoingtogo--I'mnot

6goi ngtogoi ntothespecificpolicy
7recommendations.Y ou'veheardmanytoday.
8Rather,mypointinspeakingisto
9underscorethetremendous mportancethatwe
10placeuponyou,ourrepresentatives,to
11effectivel ynegotiateafreerandfairer
12trade.Weneedyoutohavethebestandthe
13brightestatthenegotiatingtable.
14Foodandfiberareabsol utely
15vitaltoeveryeconomyandeverynation.
16Theonlyreal progressthati sgoingtobe
17madeisifallthenegotiatorsfocuson
18global challengesofagriculture.

19T omorrow'sagricul turei snotjustabout
20food, butit'saboutfoodproducedwithout
2ladversalyaffectingthegl obal environment

22andhealthconcerns.ThefutureofU.S.



23agriculturewillbel argel ydeterminedby
24theWTOnegotiator'sabilitytobuilda
25frameworkthatsaf eguardsthevitalityof
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1thisnation.

2Thankyou.
3MR.BLOUIN:Thankyouverymuch,
4Steve.Richard.FollowingRichardis
SFranklinNeff.
6MR.JENSEN:Goodafternoon.My
7namei sRichardJensen.!'mthechief
8marketingofficeratDiamondVMillsin
9CedarRapids,lowa.DiamondVisa
10family-ownedani mal feedadditivecompany
11that'sbeeninbusinessfor57years.We
12sellourproductthroughouttheU.S.and
13Canadaand35othercountriesaroundthe
14worl d.Exportsal esthisyearwillamount
15toapproximately25percentofourtotal
16revenue,sol thinkyoucanreadily
17understandwhywehaveaninterestinwhat
18doesordoesnotgooninSeattl e.

19T okeepwithinthethree-minute
20guideline,l'venarrowedmyoriginallistof
2117suggestionsdownto?.

22First,Iwoul dencourageyouto



23rememberthattradei sessentiallybusiness,
24andinourview,thepurposeofbusinessis
25tocreateandkeepcustomers.Y ouneedto
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1keepinmindthatourtradingpartnersand
2ourprospectivetradingpartnersare
3essentiallyourcustomersandprospects.We
4Aneedtocreatetheatmosphereandformul ate
5thepoliciesthatwillmakeourcustomers
6wanttodobusi nesswithus,thatwillmake
7themchooseusasasuppliertheycancome
8backtotimeandti meagainforgoodval ue,
Ofairtreatment, reliablesupply,and
10courteousservice.ltwillhelpusallif
11youdowhatyoucantodepoliticizethe
12tradingprocess.
13Ifullyrealizepoliticsarea
14partofourcollectivereality,butl don't
15believethataskingourcustomertoadopt
160urpolitical viewpointasapreconditi onof
17doingbusinesswithus snecessarilya
18customer-friendlyapproach.

191 happenedtobeinAsial astfall
20whenVicePresidentGoredeliveredamuch
21remarked-uponspeechinM alasia. Evensome

22verygoodgenerallypro-Americacustomersof



23oursinTaiwanwereguitetakenabackand,

24darel say,offendedbythethrustofthe
25VicePresident'sremarks.
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10urcompany,perhapdlikeanumber
2ofothersrepresentedhere,hasa
3significantstakei nexpandingcommerce
4acrossthePacificRim.Wehaveagood

5busi nessinJapan,K orea,andTaiwan,andwe
6haveagoodbeginninginChina,and
7sgnificantprospectivebusi nessthatwe
8wishtodevel opinMalasia,thePhillipines,
9ThailandandVietnam.
10Allofthesecountrieshavevery
11differentcul turesandsoci oeconomicsystems
12thandoestheUnitedStates.Understanding
13thosedifferencesandrespectingtheirright
14tobedifferentwillgoalongwaytoward
15hel pingustocreateandkeepcustomersin
16eachofthosecountriesintheyearsahead.
17We dappreci ateyourhel pincreatingthat
18understanding.
19Secondly,wewouldlikeyourhelp
20increatinganatmosphereofbargainingin
21goodfaith.Thefrustrationof seemingly

22endlessdel aysinadoptingmoreopentrade



23policesandpracti cesthatsupposedlyhave

24al readybeenagreeduponi smost
25discouraging.Customerscanandwilldecide
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1forthemsel veswhattheywanttobuywithout
2thehel pofgovernment.
3lobservedthigustagainlast
Aweekwhenwehostedadel egati ontooneof
5ourEuropeancustomercompanies.Atthe
6firstavail ablemeal opportunity,withno
7promptingfromus,theyall orderedthesame
8thing: Abig,thick,juicypieceof
OcertifiedAngusbeefgrownrightherein
10lowa.

11Theapplicationofbiotechnology
12tofoodproductionisarel ativel yrecent
13devel opmentthatwill somedaybehel dasa
14revol ution.Noonewantsorexpectsthatwe
15shoul drushintotheunknownsof (inaudibl €)
16withoutthedueprocessof scientific
17discoverybeingappli edasasaf etyissue,
18butwhenthatprocesshasbeenappliedand
19thei ssuesresol vedtothesati sfacti onof
20thebestscientificmindsintheworld
21community,thescienceshoul dprevailand

22accessbeallowed,orreasonsgivenwhyit



23won'tbe.(Inaudibl e)isnotthepolicyof
24thosewhobargai ningoodfaith,andthose
25whohaveescapedhavetobeencouragedto
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1carrythistacticinanevenbroaderarena.
2IbelieveMr.Fisherseemstohaveal ready
3discoveredthisconcept.
4Thankyoufortheopportunitythis
Safternoon.GoodluckinSeattle.
6MR.BLOUIN:Thankyou.Franklin
7Neff,andDeniseO'Brienfol lowsFranklin
8Neff.
IMR.NEFF:MynameisFrankNeff.
10I'maretiredf acultymemberfromthe
11UniversityofMissouriatK ansasCity.My
12areaofspeciali zationwasi nthefiel dof
13social psychology. 1 didafairamountof
14workinstudyinghowpeopleworktogetherin
15groups.|'vedoneresearchon
160rganizations.|'vedoneresearchand
17programdevel opmentwithvarious
18organi zations,andhaveal soworkedin
19educational programeval uation.
20lwanttostartoutbysayingthat
21litseemstobe,formanypeople,agiven

22thattherewill beanotherroundof



23negotiations.lwoul dliketoexpressto
24youtheopinionofsomepeopl eofthis

25nati onthatthi s snotthetimeforanew
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1roundofnegotiations,butratheratimefor
2manyofustofindoutreal | ywhat'sbeen
3happeni ngwiththenegotiationsthathave
4beenhappeninginthepast.

50neofthepeopl ewhoprecededme
6said,inregardtofarmers,wearepartof
7thiscountry.lthinkthatthathel psto
8differentiate,importantly,someofthe
9concernsandsomeoftheunderstandingsand
10conceptsthatwehave,becauseitseemsto
11methatthatdifferentiatesthefarmersfrom
12manyofthemultinational corporationsthat
13areveryheavilyinvolvedinagriculture,
14becausel thinkmanyofthoseshoul dnotbe
15consideredAmericancorporations.Theylike
16toconsiderthemsel vesglobal corporations.
17Theyliketoconsiderthemselves
18multinational corporations,andl think
19that'sappropriate,andtorecogni zethat
20theyarenotA mericancorporations.
211nternationaltradeagreementsare

22supposedtobemadetobenefitthepeoples



23ofthenationmakingthoseagreements.
24Unfortunately,inthepastseveral decades,
25U.S.negoti atorshavebeenmaking,perhaps
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1forcing,agreementswhichincreasethe
2weal thandpowerof corporatel eadersand
3otherprivilegedeliteswhilemaking
4destitutethelivesof millionsofcitizens
5whodotheactualworkthatprovidesthe
6wealth.

7Thegeneralagreementontradeand
8tariffs,theWorldTradeOrganization,the
9NorthAmericanFreeTradeAgreement,the
10much-disputedmultilateral agreementon
1linvestment,andmanyothersuchagreements
12aretransferringauthorityfromthepeople
13intheirlocalcommunities,fromtheir
14statesandfromthei rnati ontothose
15corporations.
16TheZapatistasinsoutheastern
17MexicotookuparmswhenNAFTAwentinto
18effectbecausetheybelievedthatcheapcorn
19fromtheUnitedStateswoul druinthem.

20L ifeformostM exi canshasbeenharderand
21moredemeaningsinceNAFTAtookeffect.|

22haven'thadtheopportunitytoseeNeuvo



23L aredoandtoseetheni ce-lookingplants,
24theplantsthataredownthere,modern,new,

25andl al sotal kedtothepeoplewhowere
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1workingwiththosepl antsandwhogetpaid
275centsanhour.
3IntheUnitedStatescorporate

4f armingisdominatingagriculture.The
5policyofthefederalgovernmentseemstobe
6tosupportthatcorporatedominationandthe
7transformationofagricultureintoaf actory
8systemwhichbankruptsproductivefarmers
9andrancherswhileenrichingagribusiness
10andprovidingnocheaperfoodtothe
11consumer.Porkhasbeenthemostrecentand
12themostprominentexample.
13InareporttotheNational
14FarmersUnionbyDr.WilliamHeffernan,
15UniversityofMissouri,Columbia,the
16extensiveconsolidationinthefoodand
17agricultural systemisdocumented.Already,
18corporationssuchasCargill,Monsanto,
19Continental,ConAgra,Novartis,|BP,andADM
20haveestablishedcontrolinbeef packing,
21feedlots,porkproductions,porkpacking,

22broilers,turkeys,feedplants,elevator



23companies,flourmilling,drycornmilling,
24wetcornmilling,soybeancrushing,and

25ethanol productionactivities.
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1Jumpingtothel astcoupl eof

2sentences: I tisbeyondtimetostopmaking
3suchagreementsandhavepublicexamination
4ofthosepolicies.ExpertssuchasRobert
5StumbergandCharlesM cMillionhave
6explai nedthedamagesthatarebei ngcreated
7bysuchagreements.Theiranal ysesneedto
8besharedwiththepeopl el nthecountries
9invol vedintheseagreements,andthepeople
10cantelltheirlegislatorswhatpolicies
11theywant,whichwillmakecorporations
12servethepeopl e,insteadof makingpeople
13servethecorporations.

14Thankyou.
15MR.BLOUIN:Thankyouverymuch.
16DeniseO'Brien,followedbyRobinL each.
17MS.ANDERSON:I'mnotDenise.
18Shehadtol eaveearly.Mynamei sGreta
19Anderson,andlamherewithothers
20representingtheWomenandFoodand
21AgricultureNetwork.Ournetworkofwomen

22sharesresearchandinformati ononfood



23systems,sustai nablecommunities,and
24environmentalintegrity.Wewel comethe
250pportunitytoparticipatei nthisimportant
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1forum.

2A sapreface,letmesaythatwe
3believetheWorldTradeOrganizationneeds
4toserioudyreconsideritsmissioninthe
5contextoftheworld'swelfare.lthas
6allowedneoliberal economi cideol ogyandthe
7goal of openinggl obal marketstocrowdout
8all otherconsiderationsandhasputtrade
9andinvestmentfirst,notpeople,not
10democracy,notlife.Andithas,through
11largel yundemocrati cmeans,gai nedthepower
12topursueitsnarrowgoal satthehazardof
13theseother,webelieve,moreessential
14values.

15Wewoul dposethefollowingthree
16questionstorefocustheprioritiesofthe
17WTQasitconcernsagriculture: | sfree
18tradeinthei nterestsoftheworld's

19peopl e?l sfreetradei nthel nterestsof
20Americanfarmersandruralcommunities?
21Whati sfreetradedoi ngtotheearth's

22naturalcapital ?



23Freetradepromotesanagriculture
240ofoverproduction.Midwestfarmersare
25proudtobefeedingtheworld.Whilewe
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1shareinthefarmersprideintheglorious
2productivityofourland,webelievethe
3missionoffeedingtheworld,asmuchasit
4hasbecomeamission,isfundamentally
5flawed.Itiswrongtoforceothersto
6dependonyouforfood.Itiswrongtoput
7indigenousfarmersoutofbusiness.
8Thefarmersstorieswehearfrom
9thefarmlandhereinl owaareverymoving.
10Thesamestoriescanbeheardfromallover
11theworld.If,asSecretaryGlickman
12claims,overproductioni sthecauseof
13recordlowpricesworldwide,thenmorefree
14tradecannotbetheanswer. Wemust
15establishandallowothercountriesto
16establishpoliciesthatrecogni zethat
17agriculturei sauniquesectorofthe
18economy,rootedinpl aceanddependentupon
19nature.lfwetrulywanttheworl dtobe
20fed,usingsurplusestorebuildemergency
21cropreservesshoul doeanimportant

22priority.



23Thinkaboutit. Thecorporate
24sponsorsoftheFeedtheVWorldcampaign
25createseedsthatcannotbesaved.When
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1U.S.-basedfactoryfarmsimportlarge
2shipmentsofgrainfromSouthAmerica,it
3turnsoutwearetheworld,afterall.It's
4timefarmersandpoliticiansputthe
5quasi-moralrhetoricaside.Ourtrade
6policiesarenotfeedingtheworld;theyare
Tfeedingtherich.
8Whichbringsustonumber2:1s

Sfreetradei nthei nterestsoffarmersand
10ruralcommunities?AccordingtotheUSDA,
11U.S.exportg umped25percentthefirst
12yearoftheWTOtoarecordS5hillion. The
13followingyeartheywereatroughly60
14billion,butit'sacaseofthetortoi seand
15thehare.Whileexportshavedeclined,
16importshaveconti nuedasteadygrowth.In
17termsofagriculturaltradebal ance,we're
18nowbehindwherewewerewhenwestartedin
191994.S0l et'shavenomoretal kof
20exports.L et'stal kbottomline;exportsand
21limports,theagriculturaltradebal ance.

221 sfreetradegoodforAmerican



23farmers?Theanswerisno.lsitgoodfor
24mulltinational corporations?l twas nvented
25forthemandforthosawhoinvestinthem.
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1Recordlowcroppricesbringrecord
2profits.So-calledfreetradei sacaseof
3capitalismforthepoor,socialismforthe
4rich.

SWe'vetalkedaboutthetortoise
6andthehare.L et'stal kaboutthegoose
7thatlaysthegol denegg.It'strue,
8topsoilwasoncemeasuredinfeet.Not
9anymore.ltisnotourmidwesterntopsoil
10thati sgrowingourcrops.|It'sphosphorus
11minedfromFlorida,oilfromtheMiddle
12East,waterfromtheOgallalaaquifer,and
13soon.Withpoliciesthatencouragefarming
14andtradingbyextraction,weruntherisk
150fkillingthegoosethatl aysthegol den
16eggs.Weneedrational policy,policythat
17looksatthel ongrun,thattaxesresource
18depl etionandpol | ution,thatencouragesus
19tobuildupournatural capitalagain.

201 nvestinfarmersandinstewardshi pofthe
21land.

22Finally,awordaboutsound



23scienceandGM Os. Technol ogyandinnovation
24isnotthatsamethingasscience.We
25challengetheUSDAandFDA toprovethat
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1therei ssoundsciencebehinditsapproval
2ofgeneticallymodifiedcrops.Weaverthat
3thisprocesshasbeenstreamlinedtoavoid
4thedifficulttestsandtroubl eshootingthat
5sucharevol utionaryproductshoul df ace.
60nceagai n,weaskthequestion,whois
7profitingfromthistechnology ?
8AndIwouldjustliketosaythat

9l haven'theardmuchaboutorganic
10agricultureasanimportantexport.Asan
11agjournalist,l'vespokenwithorganic
12exporterswhosaythatourreputationabroad
13i sbei ngdamagedbytheemphasi sandpushon
14GM Os,andmaybeweneedtoreconsi derthat
15layoff.

16MR.BLOUIN:Thankyou.Robin

171 each.FollowingRobinwillbeBrother
18DavidAndrews.
19MR.LEACH:Thankyou,
20Mr.Chairman.It'sbeenal ongtimesincel
21satsolongtosaysolittle.l'velearned

22acoupl ethingstoday,MadamSecretary.



23SecretaryGlickmanandl bothusedFitch's
24HairL otioninourearlieryears,sol
25thoughtthatwoul dbeof someinterestto
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1thisgroup.

2Anyway,|'vehadsevera questions
3askedofmetoday,andl basi callythrew
dawaywhatl cametosay ,butl'veprobably
ShadtheopportunitytoknowourSecretaryof
6Agriculturel ongerthananyone,andl think
7ifthisaudiencewillrealizeacouple
8thingsthatweresai dtoday, that--saidby
9theSecretary,andl believethatthisman
10meanswhol eheartedly,iswe'vegottohave
11anotheranswerbesi desimportstoexportsto
12savethiscountry.lthinkl'veknownhim
13wellenoughtobelievehemeansit.

14l applaudtheFarmBureauefforts
15toplow$14billionintoouragpolicy,but
16itdeal swithacompressonaverybad
17situation.

18WhenTomhadal esserjobwith

19l esserpay,westartedhavingmeetingswith
20theFSAaroundthecountrythisspring,and
21weweredealingwiththesubjectoftrade

22andfarmpolicy.ltbecameveryconvol uted



23andverydifferentfromdifferentareasof
24thecountrywithal |50states.Wedidcome
25upwithsomerecommendati onsthat Tomandl
SWEENEY COURTREPORTING(515)244-6373

320l nsuranceExchangeBldg.,DesMoines,| owa50309



0121

1believeyoucangettoal lthosepeople,
2that'saverythickpacket,fromall50

3states.

4Wedidcomeupwithsomething
5else.Westronglybelieve,andl suggested
6itthen,|'mgoingtosuggestittoday,our
7SenatorinK ansaswasthef atherof Freedom
8toFarm.I'msurehedidn’trealizewhathe
9hadcreated,withoutsometypeof asaf ety
10net.lwonderwhatwoul dhappeninlowa
11todayifyouwentouttoanycountyinlowa
12andsaid," Iwillgiveyouthismuchmoney
13tolayyourlandout." NotinaCRP,notin
14athree-yearthing,notinsomethingel se,
15butsomethingthatsays,ifyoubelieve
16thingsaregoi ngtogetbetter,thiswill
17pleaseyourbanker,andthegovernmenthas
18money,whichwe'vebeenspendinginhuge
19amountsinthisprogramofL BTs,|etthe
20farmershavetruefreedomtofarm,butlet
21themhavetheirfreedomtonotfarm.Give

22themtherighttolaytheirlandidle.



23Andforthosethatthinkthatsome
24wayoranotherthey'regoingtopushdown
25morerainforestinBrazil | etustakeour
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1CRPlandout,ifyoubelievethatthatkind
2oftheoryworks,andwecanproducethings
3socheap.lmean,we'llhavewheatdownto
4%$1abushel WEe'lputthemoutofbusiness
5ifthat'sthekindoftheoryyouwanttogo
6through.
7Butlhavetalkedtomanysenators
8andtoK eithCallins,andtheUSDA ,andI'm
otalkingtothesel earnedgroupofpeople,is
10ifwe'regoi ngtospendmoney ,andwecan't
11haveal oanflowwork,whichshoul dbethe
12worldprice,giveustherightonaone-or
13atwo-yearbasi stolayourlandidleaswe
14didtheOA CPprograms.L etusspendour
15moneytheresotheotherfarmerscangeta
16pricefortheircrop.Butlet'snotforce
17thebankstosellourmachinery,our
18farmershomeofficestobecometotally
19inundatedwithpeople.
20Alotofuswentthroughthis,as
21yourpredecessorandidid,intheNCSLin

22theolddaysof DaleCochran.ltwasnota



23goodfeeling.Wewaitedtoolong.Forthis
24group,lwouldurgeyou,whenyougooverto
25the W T OinSesattle,tosuggestwhatwould
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1happentothesubsi diesoftheEuropeansif
2theyhadtostartpayingahighpricefor
3graintothei rfarmerstosayweweremaking
4aprofitforachange.Maybewe'llletour
Sfarmerdlayourlandidlie.Don'tputstrict
6regul ationsonit.Justletuslayitout
Tforayear,twoyears.Seeifthatmakesa
8difference.I'msurethatsomeofthebig
9corporationswon'tlikethattoowell,but
10theygetapaymentsomuchperbushel \We
11havetoearnaliving.

12Sothati saproposalthat Tomhas
13beforehimthroughtheFSA ,andl appreciate
14theopportunity.Andthesetwol adieswho
15havebeensigningheresovaliantlyall
16afternoontol dmel coul dn'ttal kanylonger
17becausethey'rewearingout,andlthankyou
18alot.
19MR.BLOUIN:BrotherDavidAndrews
20followedbyGenePaul.
21BROTHERDAVIDANDREWS:Whenl

22calledJoanieKiernanaboutregisteringfor



23this,shesentmeaf axbackthatsai dlwas
24thefirstregistrant,andsol quicklyput
25downmypreferredtimeof speakingat
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19am.

2I'mBrotherDavidAndrews.I'm
3theexecutivedirectoroftheNational
4CatholicRural LifeConference.Wearea
575-year-oldorganization.Sincel940we've
6beenhereinDesMoines,|owa.

7Alotof peoplewonderwhatthe
8churchhastosayaboutagriculture,about
Strade,abouteconomics. Thosefromlowa
10willknowthat (i naudible)mypredecessor,
11wasgivenanawardcalledthel owaAward,
12veryesteemedawardgiventoveryfew,for
13speakingaboutagriculturevery
14effectively.Andal sohereinl owaBishop
15Murray Stingman,FatherNormWhite,many
160thersintheCatholicRural Lifemovement,
17whichisanational movement,havebeen
18speakingaboutagriculture,trade,and
19economics,andwehaveal onghistory.
20We'reintherealworld,notjustthe
21heavenlyworld.

22lsitonthedomesticpolicy



23committeeoftheBishopsCongressin
24Washington,D.C.,andal soserveona
25subcommitteeonfoodandagricultureofthat
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1conference.l'mal soaboardmemberofthe
20rganizationforCompetitiveM arkets,which
3isanorgani zationoffarmersandranchers
4concernedaboutthel ndependenceoffamily
Sfarmersandaboutwhetherornottradeis
6freeandfair.Sol'mhappytobeherenow
7Ttoday.

8WeintheCatholicRuralLife

9M ovementhaveasetof principlesthathave
10beendevel opedreallyovertheyearsof
11reflectiononscriptureandonour
12tradition,andljustwanttotakeafew
13momentstosharewithyousomeofthe
14elementsofthoseprinciples.
15Derivedbysuchreadingsof
16scriptureasinGenesis,whereGodsaysthat
17Godcreatesandpl acesthefirstmanand
18woman,AdamandEve,inthegardenand
19chargesthemwithavocationofbeing
20tillersofthesoilandcal | sthemtotend
2litandtokeepitwell.

221'mal soareci pientofthe



23traditionthatteachesusthatwhenGod
24freesthepeopl eof | sragl fromcaptivityin
25Egypt,hecall sthemtostanderect,to
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1standuptoachieveresponsible
2self-goverance.Andsointhatsense,then,
3we'recalledtorespectthedignityofthe
4humanperson.Andsomeoftheproposals,|
5think,beforetheW T Owoul dcontinueto

6di minishtherightsoffarmersandfarm
7workersandreducethemtothestatusof
8davesandserfsviolatingthehumandignity
Othattheyaregivenaspersonscreatedin
10theimageof God.
11AlIsowehaveaprincipleof
12solidaritydevel opedduringthe1930s.This
13principlesaysthathumancommunitiesought
14tohavetherighttosel f-goverancestthe
15locallevel ,andnohigher-levelcommunity
16shoul dstripthemofthoserightsto
17exerciseresponsibleself-goverance. Andso
18theattempttouniversalizelawsand

19regul ationsandstri p--thestrippingof
20local communitiesandl egid ativeentities
21fromresponsi bl esel f-goveranceviol ates

22thatprincipleofsubsidiarity.lt'sa



23principlethatwedevel opedoriginallyin
241890butexpandedourreflectiononitin
25the1930si nresponsetocommuni smand
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1fascism.It'stheprinciplethatwas
2adoptedformallyinthemastertreatythat
3allowedforlocal responsiblegovernanceand
4sai dthatthefederal governmentat--of
5theeconomicunionwouldnotstrip
6localitiesofsubsidiary.
7Andfinalyl'lljustcal

8attenti ontothecommongood.Aneconomic
9modelwhi chexternalizesriskwhichdoesnot
10practi ceenvironmental stewardshi panddoes
11notgiveregardtosocialwell-being,fails
12inresponsi blecorporateciti zenshipand
13violatesthecommongood. Thoseareonly
14twoof a argernumberof principlesthatwe
15usetoeval uatetheeconomyandtrade
16policy.Webelievethattheeconomyismade
17fortheperson. Thepersonisnottobe
18madeasacogi nthewheel ofaneconomy.
19Thankyouverymuch.
20MR.BLOUIN:GenePaul followed
21byJoycePeterson.

22MR.GENEPAUL :I'mGenePaul,



23PresidentoftheNational Farmers
240rganizationheadquarteredinAmes,lowa.l
25justwanttothankthepanel fortakingthe
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1timetoday.Wehaveapreparedstatement
2whichwewillmakeavailable,andljust
3wanttotouchonafewpoints.
AWebdieveit'srealyamyththat
5theUnitedStatesi sgoingtoexportitsway
6toprosperity.Ifthisfreetradethat
7we'reinissimplyaracetol owerour
8pricestocapturemoreexportsal es,myonly
9questiontodayis,arethepricesl owenough
10yet?

11U.S.producersbyandlargesel|
12theirgrain,livestock,anddairyintoa
13domesticmarket,andthosecompani esare
14basi callymultinational corporationsthatdo
15theactua exportandtrading. Theeconomic
16benefitsatthefarmgatefrominternational
17tradetoproducersistrickleddown,at
18best.

19Fairtradeshoul dbenefitthe
20producer,theconsumer,andtheentitythat
21does--handl estheexport.Asourtrade

22agreementsarebei ngcarriedouttoday,our



23membersseeverylittleifnobenefittothe
24producer,verylittletotheconsumer,and
25yetwecontinuetoseegai nsintheprofit
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llinesforthelargercompanies.

2T herei sastatementmadethatthe
3customerisalwaysright,andyetthat
4doesn'tseemtohol dtrueasfarasour

Stradei sconcerned.|fourcustomers,
6particul arlytheEuropeans,don'twantGM O
7grainsandhormone-treatedbeef,whydon't
8wesmplymakenon-GM Ograinand
9hormone-freebeefavail abletothemand
10chargethemaccordingly Wedonot
11chalengetheuseof GM Os.We'res mply
12sayingifthere'sacustomerthatwantsit,
13wantsnon-GM O, | et'smakeitavail ableto
14themandchargethemapricethatcoversthe
15cost.

16Wewoul dal soguestionthemotives
170fsomeofourtradenegotiators.For
18example,wehavebeentol dthatthe
19Europeansrecentlyofferedtoexpand
20(inaudible)importstoourcountry,ifit
21wouldbehormone-free.Ourofficial sturned

22itdownsayingwedidnotwantthatkindof



23amarket.

2430l think,again,wesimplyneed

25totakeal ookatwhatourcustomerwants.
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1Weneedtobeconcernedaboutwhatproducers
2needtohaveforapriceinthiscountry.
3lfounditinterestingtodayasl
4dheardrepresentatives,particul arlyof
5agribusinesseswhobuyfromfarmers,call
6foropen,free,andtransparentexport
7pricingandmarkets,andyetwhentherewere
8groupsandorgani zationscallingforopen,
9free,andtransparentdomesticpricing,we
10f oundthosegroupsandthosecompanieson
11theothersideofthefence.

12National FarmersOrgani zation
13supportsanyreasonabl eefforttoexpand
14exporttofarmcommodities,butthose
15agreementsmustadequatel yaddress aborand
16environmentalissues,country-of-origin
17labeling,disputeresol utions,andproper
18reportingofagricultureimportandexport
19dataandfoodsaf ety standards.

20A syoucarryoutyournegotiations
21inSeattle,wesimplyaskyoutokeepin

22mind,isthisgoingtohel ptheproducersin



23thiscountrywiththeproblemthey'refacing
24today,andthatisprice.

25Thankyouverymuch.
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1MR.BLOUIN:JoycePeterson.

2M S.PETERSON:Goodafternoon.
3I'mgladthatyoupeopl eareheretolisten
4tothepeopl e.l'mgoingtotal kabouta
5fewmiscellaneousthings.
6Wedoneedfoodchoices, because
7peoplewhohaveillnessesneednonradiated
8food,andthat'shardtoobtain.|'veseen
9grapesthat|'vetakenhomethatarestill
10liketheday! boughtthemamonthl ater,
11andwhenfoodisradiated,thatkillsthe
12enzymesthatareneededforproperhealth.
13Mygranddaughterneedsorganic
14foodinordertostaybetterwithher
15allergies;otherwise, herglandsswel lup
16andshecoughsandhasotherproblems.But
17ifshe'sonorgani cfood,shehasgood
18health.Wedoneednonhormonemestfor
19thosewhodesire.It'snotjustEuropeans.
20T herearequiteafewpeopl e nmycommunity
21thathavenonhormonemeatandeatorganic

22foods.



23Asstatedearliertoday,wehave
2425percentoftheworld'snumberland2
25land.Nowwearebringingfactoriesand
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1workinthefactories--workerhomesto
2liveonthisland.LiketheyexpectCedar
3Rapids
4todoubleinsizeinjustafewyears. This
5landi ssomethingthatshoul dbekeptfor
6farming,|feel ,becauseithasal otof
7richsoiltherethatcanmakegoodfood.
8Justlastfallalargecompanywas

9givingal otof pressuretomynephewto
10buildanotherbighogoperationwhenthe
11pricesofhogswereatthatterrificlow.
12T hidargecompanywasdoi ngthesameas
13theseai rplanecompaniesareinDesM oi nes,
14wheretheychargeal owpriceinorderto
15driveoutthesmall producer,andthat's
16whatthesel argecompani esaretryingtodo
17withsmallproducersofdifferentproducts.
18TheU.S.issubsidizingthe

19spendingof moneyforknowl edgeforother
20countriestogrowmorefood.We'resending
21moneyoverthereallthetimetobuildmore

22roadsandmorestoragesothattheycanhave



23morefood.Inredlity,Ithinkthatisa
24goodthing,butpleasedon'tuseour
25agricultureforablockforindustry.L et
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1thepeopl egrowineachcountrywhatthey
2need,insteadofusingourlandtogrowcorn
3andbeansthatyou'resendingoverseasthat
4areusedanddepositedintheirsoils.

5Y ou'retakingourmineral sandsendingthem
6toothercountries.Eachcountryeventually
7shoul dbeabl etogrowtheirownandwe
8shouldhaveaset-aside,whateveritneeds,
Stokeepthesupplyinbal ancewiththeneed,
10andweneedthatrightnow.
110newaywecoul dhel pwoul dbeto
12havemoregasohol ,morediesel fuelandl et
13theoil stayinthegroundforthefuture
14whenwedon'thaveenoughextrabeansto
15maketheoil .It'sbettertohavea
16reserve.

17L et'ssee there's ust--weneed

18al sowhenthesecountries--companies,
19thesel argemultinational compani esimport
20productsfromotherlands,thattheydon't
21raisethebasi csal aryofthosepeopl eevery

22yearatleast5percent. Theyshouldhave



23topayatax. T hat'sawayinsteadof
24takingusdown, | et'stakethemup,andthat

25woul dbe--iftheyhadatax,thatwoul dbe
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1agoodincentiveforthemtorai sethewages
2ofthesepoorpeopl esotheycanbuyour
3productsandwewon'thavetoforce-feed
4themwithit.

5Thel DPthatwehaverightnow,
6thatcomesfromthetaxpayers,andit'sa
7verypoorpolicy.lhopeyoucando
8somethingabouitit.
9Seemedliketherewasoneother
10thing,butl et'snotj ustuseexportsasa
11Band-Aid.Let'strytogeteverything
12workingthewayitshouldbe,likethese
13peopl ehaveta kedaboutpeopl ebeingthe
14drivingforceinsteadoftheselarge
15multinational compani eswhodon'tneedthe
16moneyatall.L et'srai sewagesforthose
17poorpeopleoverseas.Let'dimit
18producti oninsteadof spendingtaxpayers
19dollarstogetridofwhatexcessthatwe
20don'tneed.L et'sincreasethoseother
21countriestogrowtheirownandbe

22sdf-aufficientlikeweare.L etthembe



23proud.Thanksforlistening.
24MR.BLOUIN:Thankyouverymuch.

25Beforel turnthemicrophoneoverto
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1SecretaryJudgeforsomecl osingcomments, |
2wanttothankall of youf orbel ngpartof
3thistoday.lwanttothankourlistening
4panel forabsorbingeverythingthat'sbeen
5said,andallthepresentersforthethought
6andeffortthatwentintotheircomments,
7butmostofall I thinkweal lwanttothank
8thefarmersandranchersofthiscountrywho
9aresoverymuchapartoftheheartand
10soul of ourhumanbeing. Thankyou.And
11SecretaryJudge.

12SECRETARY JUDGE:I'mgoingto
13standupbecausel can'tsitdownany
14longer.Aswewrapup--andbytheway,we
15haven'tdonetoobad.Don'tyoujustlove
16itwhenaplancomestogether.It'sonly
17quarterafter4:00,butlwouldliketogive
18theotherlisteningpanel members--and
19we'renotgoi ngtotakethreeminutes. | f
20you'vegotsomethingin30secondstoa
21minutethatyouwoul dliketosayasaway

220fwrap-up.L et'sstartdownattheendof



23tabl eandgiveyouachancetosaywhatever
24youneedtosay.

25MR.ACETA: Thankyou,Secretary

SWEENEY COURTREPORTING(515)244-6373

320l nsuranceExchangeBldg.,DesMoines,| owa50309



0136

1Judge.l'djustal soliketothankeveryone
2thatcametodayandspoke.| should
3probablyexplainwhytheStateDepartmentis
4takingparti nthese.Wedorepresentyour
Sinterestsoverseas,andthatincludesthe

61 nterestofranchersandfarmers.Andpart
7ofmyjobwithintheStateDepartmentis
8tryingtoexplai ntotheotherpeopl ethat
9didn'tthinksomuchaboutagri culturewhy
10thesel ssuesarei mportant,notjustfor
11farmersandranchers,butforAmericans.So
12wethankyouagain.
13MR.SAUNDERS:Patty,Iwoul djust
14saythankyoutothemembersofthe
15audience.lknowsomeofthemhavel eft.
16T hishasbeenagoodl earningexperiencefor
17me.1thinkanytimewegetpeopl etogether
18tocometogethertotal kaboutourproblems,
19we'regoingtofindsomesol utions,andl
20thinkinall ofthi stodaywepossiblyhave
21foundsomebi tsandpi ecesthatcanbeput

22together.Solthankeveryonefor



23participating.
24MR.NEFF:Thankyou,Secretary

25Judge. T opi ckuponwhatwej ustheard,we
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laregoingtousethismaterialvery
2systematicallyintheU.S.Trade
3RepresentativesOfficeandal sointheUSDA
4compilingthecommentsfromaroundthe
5country,all12listeningsessions,
6recordingthemverysystematicallyaccording
7towhatcommodityinterestwe're
8representing,theviewsthatwereexpressed,
9andtakethosei ntocareful considerationin
10formulatingourobjectivesforthenew
11round.Dothankyouforcoming.It'sbeen
12apl easureformetolisten.
13MS.STATTLEMAN:Thankyou.Even
14thoughl comefromthefarmandactuallywas
15evenbackhomel astweekendforsomeofthe
16verylengthywheatharvestthatk ansashas
17experienced,itisgoodtocomeandl earna
18littlebitmoreaboutsomeoftheageconomy
19thatlamnotpersonallyinvol vedwithandl
20didnotgrowupwith.Sol appreciateyou
21sharingyourinformationandknowledgewith

22metoday .



23MR.GRAU:Asaformerproducer
24beforegoingtoWashington,D.C.,Iwould
25liketosaythankyouforallyourcomments
SWEENEY COURTREPORTING(515)244-6373

320l nsuranceExchangeBldg.,DesMoines,| owa50309



0138
lonbehalfoftheSecretaryandmyself.If
2wecankeeponemoreproducerontheland,
3thenextgenerationoffarmerproducers
4farming,wewillhavebeenasuccess.We
5didlistentodayandl thankyou, Patty.
6Thankallthestafffortyingthisforum
7togetherbecausethisiswhatit'sabout:

8K eepingthatnextgenerationoutthereand
9ourenvironmentprotected.
10SECRETARY JUDGE:Thankyou,Tom.
11Iwanttosaythankyoubeforewel eaveto
12theempl oyeesofthel owaDepartmentof
13AgricultureandL andStewardshi pwhohave
14putindoubl etime,overtimetotryto

15assi stall of usandtomakethisa
16successfulevent.L otsofvolunteershere
17todayfromtheDepartment. Theyarethe
18folksthathaveontheredshirts,andl
19thinkthattheyal | deserveal otof
20thanks.Especially!'dliketothankDeputy
21BrentHallingwhoputlotsofworkintothis

22eventandwhospentl otsoftimeliningup



23speakersandmakingsurethateverything
24wentthewayitshould.MikeandMitch
25workedovertimeeveninthe--closeto
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1midnightlastnightbef orewegotthose
2thingswoundup.Joanie,Linda,Shawna,the
3FFAyoungpeoplewhowerehere.We
4appreciatethemcoming.Andifyou're
5aroundthosekidsverymuch,itrenewsyour
6energyforworkingforagricultureforthe
7nextgeneration.Andal sodoublethanksto
8you,KathrynCornelius,forall ofthework
Sthatyou'vedone.lthasn'tbeenall
10smooth,butwedidit,andl appreciateyour
11help.Andespeciallylwoul dliketothank
12ChrisDegnerandK atieTurnerwhoarehere
13whoareinterns,collegeinterns,and
14workingfortheDepartmentthissummer.And
15theyhave--1hopethishasbeenal earning
16experience,atl easta--maybel oughtto
17amendthatandsay| hopeit'sbeena
18positivel earningexperienceforyou.

19T othoseofwhohavestuckthis
20outtothebitterend--andlreallydo
21thinkthatrul eaboutbarringthedooris

22probablysomethingweneedtothink



23about--Iwanttoassureyouthatyour
24messageshavebeenheard,andl sharewith
25youthefrustrationthatall of agriculture
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lisfeelingrightnow,andwanttoassureyou
2thatweareverymuchawarethatexportsand
3reformoftradepoliciesarenotthe

4sol utiontotheshort-termcrisisthatwe
5arenowfacing.Butldobelievethatnot
6tobegi nworkingonal ong-termsol ution,of
7whichexportisapart,whileweal so
8addressthoseshort-termissues,isto
9reallydoomourselvestofailure.Wehave
10todoboth.Andbylisteningtoeachother
11andworkingtogether--andwedoneedto
12listen.Weheardal otofdifferent
13opinionsexpressedheretoday ,andthat's
14great.That'swhatit'sallabout.And
15whenwecanlistentoeachotherandwork
16togetherandtrytosetasi desomeofour
17differences,wecansetacoursewhichis
18goingtoal |l owtheA mericanfarmerto
19redlizetheprofitfortheirlaborthatthey
20sorichlydeserve.
21Again,thankyouforcoming.

221 et'skeepintouch.Wecansolvethese



23problems.

24(Listeningpanel concludedat

254:21p.m.)
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